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PREFACE 


This volume contains, as its name indicates, 
pulpit and public prayers for various occasions. 
The need for such a collection has long been 
felt. It has always been the custom in Israel 
to recite special prayers during the regular ser¬ 
vice, in other than the Hebrew language, as 
evidenced by the ancient prayers of Brick 
SJiemeh , at the open ark, and Yekum Purkan , 
which are in the Aramaic, the vernacular of the 
people in olden times. It is, therefore, natural 
that these and similar prayers should now be 
recited in English. Then again, the Rabbi is 
very frequently called upon, to open or close 
important public functions with prayer. The 
composition of special prayers forms an im¬ 
portant part of the Rabbi’s work; and it is our 
hope that this collection will facilitate his per¬ 
formance of this particular task. 

It is not our intention to produce a book of 
“ready-made” prayers to be read or recited 
by the minister in the pulpit or at a public 
function, though the volume contains a con- 


siderable number of prayers, like those of Chief 
Rabbi Dr. Joseph H. Hertz, Dr. Jaceb Kohn, 
Dr. Israel H. Levinthal, and others, that may 
be properly used in this manner. The main 
purpose of this volume is to guide and direct 
the minister in his efforts to write special 
prayers. For this reason we include a number 
of prayers which refer to, Or make mention 
of special circumstances that might never again 
occurj they may merely be used as examples. 

Our grateful acknowledgement is due to the 
Rabbis, who responded to our letter, and sent 
in their contributions to this volume. 

Jacob Bosniak. 

Brooklyn , N. Y. 

Ellul 5687—1927. 
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A DAILY PRAYER 

O my God! guard my tongue from evil 
and my lips from speaking guile; and to such 
as curse me, let my soul be dumb, yea, let my 
soul be unto all as the dust. Open my heart 
to Thy Torah, and let my soul pursue Thy 
commandments. If any design evil against me, 
speedily make their counsel of none effect, 
and frustrate their designs. Do it for the sake 
of Thy name, do it for the sake of Thy right 
hand, do it for the sake of Thy holiness, do 
it for the sake of Thy Torah. In order that 
Thy beloved ones may be delivered, O save 
with Thy right hand, and answer me. Let the 
words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart by acceptable before Thee, O Lord, my 
Rock and my Redeemer. He who maketh 
peace in His high places, may He make peace 
for us and for all Israel, and say ye, Amen. 

(T. P. B.) 
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A PRAYER FOR FAITH IN GOD 

Almighty and gracious God, as often as we 
hear the words of Thy prophets and teachers 
telling us how of yore Thou hast chosen a 
people unto Thyself, to minister before Thee 
and to speak Thy truth unto the world that 
they may hear, we are stirred by the sense of 
privilege that is given to us to be of Thy ser¬ 
vants. Is not he Thy elect, whomsoever Thou 
choosest for a task in life that is worthy and 
acceptable in Thy sight? An honest day’s work, 
yielding service to men in exchange for a wage 
that buys our daily bread, is not that Thy be¬ 
hest to us and our portion from Thee? When 
therefore we do that well, and do it with the 
knowledge that our power and strength is from 
Thee, we are Thine elect and Thy chosen ones. 
Cause us, O Lord, thus to conceive our portion 
of this world, and thus to be inspired in doing 
our work in Thy name. Help us to grasp our 
own position in the magnitude of Thy uni¬ 
versal plan, and teach us to hold sacred the 
special trust, small or great, that Thou hast 
put in our hands. We are Thine elect, O God, 
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in the performance of the several tasks which 
Thou hast put before us. Therefore, comfort 
us with Thine own reward, Thy presence, Thy 
cheer in our life, Thy aid in our labors, a 
measure of success in that which we seek to 
achieve. Promise us Thy protection that we 
be not hindered in our service by fear and 
worry of that which is hidden in the morrow. 
Implant in our hearts a trust in Thee and an 
assurance that we and our dear ones shall not 
want, even as the sacred word of the Psalmist 
declares, “1 was young and have even grown 
old, yet have 1 not seen the righteous forsaken 
and his children seeking food”. Grant that we 
find in Thy presence delight and gladness, 
peace and contentment for evermore. Amen. 

(L. M. E.) 
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A PRAYER FOR THE RIGHT PATH 
IN LIFE 

Almighty God, abounding in deeds of mercy 
and goodness, we thank Thee day by day for 
the gift of life which Thou givest us and our 
dear ones. And at times, we incline our ears 
to the message of Thy teachers, the seers and 
sages of old, and we pause to hear their inter¬ 
pretation of life in Thy name; we begin to 
feel then, that more than for life itself we 
must offer our gratitude to Thee for the con¬ 
tent of life. Of what avail would life of dark¬ 
ness be to us, and how would meaningless 
years still a craving soul? Thou hast opened 
for us a vision of diverging paths of life, one 
leading to non-fulfilment and undoing, the 
other to unfoldment and growth. Seeking the 
path of Thy will and behest we find ourselves, 
our own happiness, our own content of life. 
If our ambitions lie in the direction of power 
and our achievements are counted in terms of 
our influence upon the lives about us, then by 
choosing Thy path, using our power to noble 
ends, directing our influence to the ends of 
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equity and justice, we cause our accumulated 
power to sanctify our livesj the opposite direc¬ 
tion is the road leading to power that brings 
destruction. Thou hast assigned to us certain 
tasks in the world, the routine of our business 
day, the drudgery of household duties, the 
formalities of social intercourse. We are the 
machine in a mechanical world, the clown on 
a foolish stage, if we have only life, the life 
laid on the path that is not Thine. But we are 
masters of the mightiest universal forces, we 
are artists in the art of life, if our path is the 
path leading to the fulfilment of Thy will in 
the world. Our business becomes to us the 
ladder of growth, self-expression, and achieve¬ 
ment. Our home is not a drudgery but a 
garden of love with unfathomable depths of 
beauty and nobility. Our contacts with those 
about us bring us the blessings of peace and 
friendship. Thou, O Lord, who givest life, 
we pray Thee give us also at all times the true 
content of life. Amen. 


(L. M. E.) 
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A PRAYER FOR HAPPINESS AND 
CONTENTMENT 

Almighty God, we pray Thee this day for 
the gift of a tranquil spirit, a spirit of content¬ 
ment with our daily portion from Thine hand. 
When Thou openest Thine hand and satisfiest 
every living thing with favor, ours is the glory 
of praising Thy name. As Thou sendest forth 
Thy sun to shed its light on Thy handiwork, 
so causest Thou the blessings of the field and 
the orchard to yield daily sustenance to all 
Thy children. Yet while we are satisfied and 
contented with the .light of the daily rising 
sun, our soul finds no contentment or sufficiency 
in the good things that come to us out of the 
bosom of the earth. When Thy gift is so 
generous, why does it fail of giving us the 
full measure of happiness? Perhaps, if we 
saved the sun light of one day for another, we 
would never think we have enough sunshine— 
the sun itself would be too small for our 
greed j or perhaps, if we were as certain of the 
morrow’s sunrise, we would find peace and 
contentment in Thy bounty and the fullness 
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of Thine hand because of Thy gift of bread 
and sustenance day by day. If our spirit, there¬ 
fore, lacks tranquility and our soul is in want 
of contentment, it is because we fail to thank 
Thee, O Lord, for Thy goodness to us, and 
Thy fatherly care of us, day by day, because 
we spend our peace of the day in the worry 
of the morrow. Oh that we would sense in 
our life’s experience the steadiness and the cer¬ 
tainty of Thy providence, Oh that we were 
not ever building sky-high defences against 
the rover that might come, and thus end our 
years in the fear of a shadow. Teach us, O 
Lord, to do our day’s labor honestly for the 
sake of the enjoyment of a day’s happiness, 
to trust the morrow in Thine hand whose 
fatherly care ever shields us, that we may thank 
Thee day by day and thus continually bless 
Thy name for ever and ever. Amen. 

(L. M. E .) 
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A PRAYER FOR KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING 

Almighty God, Thou hast set us into a world 
of mystery, amid things beyond our ken. Yet 
hast Thou created in us a yearning for knowl¬ 
edge, a burning desire to know finalities. By 
this means Thou hast taught us to confess our 
own limits that we rely not upon our own 
understanding and say wisdom is ours. Realiz¬ 
ing our own shortcomings, we incline our hearts 
to the teachings of others. Conscious that a 
single life’s experience is but naught in the 
infinities of Thy mysterious world, we are res¬ 
pectful of the views of our fellow men who 
like ourselves grope for truth. It is in propor¬ 
tion to their failure to grasp how little we 
really can know about Thy riddling and 
puzzling world, that men are bigoted and nar¬ 
row saying to themselves, truth is all mine and 
no one hath any share in it. Teach us, there¬ 
fore, O Lord, to keep our minds ever free 
from the clouds of haughtiness and self- 
deception, that we may not close ourselves 
against the opinions and teachings of others, 



PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 


27 


but be ever eager to enrich our grasp of Thy 
wonderful creation by the lives and experiences 
of our fellow men. 

And beyond that, we are led by Thy 
mysteries to seek after Thee, O Eternal. All 
things that stretch beyond our imagination tell 
us that Thou, O Mystery of All Mysteries, 
art the end and the beginning of them all. 
In Thee they find the source of life and being, 
and from Thee cometh the glory and the 
beauty of the wondrous things about us. 
Though we cannot understand Thy being, we 
seek to feel Thy presence, to be drawn into 
Thy holiness. Sanctify us, O God, consecrate 
our lives to Thee that in Thy light we may 
see light, in Thy life we may gain life ever¬ 
lasting, Amen. 


(L. M. E.) 
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A MORNING PRAYER 

May it be Thy will, O Lord our God and 
God of our fathers, to make us familiar with 
Thy Torah and to make us cleave to Thy com¬ 
mandments. O lead us not into sin, or trans¬ 
gression, or iniquity, or temptation, or scorn; 
let not the evil inclination have sway over us; 
keep us far from a bad man and a bad com¬ 
panion; make us cling to the good inclination 
and to good deeds; subdue our will so that it 
may submit itself unto Thee; and let us obtain 
this day, and every day, grace, favor and mercy 
in Thine eyes, and in the eyes of all who be¬ 
hold us; and bestow loving kindness upon us. 
Amen. 


A SABBATH PRAYER 

Our God and God of our fathers, accept 
our rest; sanctify us by Thy commandments, 
and grant our portion in Thy Torah; satisfy 
us with Thy goodness, and gladden us with 
Thy salvation; purify our hearts to serve Thee 
in truth; and in Thy love and favor, O Lord 
our God, let us inherit Thy holy Sabbath; 



PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 


29 


and may Israel, who hallow Thy name, rest 
thereon. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, who hal- 
lowest the Sabbath. 

(7\ P. B.) 

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW MONTH 

May it be Thy will, O Lord our God and 
God of our fathers, to renew unto us this com¬ 
ing month for good and for blessing. O grant 
us long life, a life of peace, of good, of bless¬ 
ing, of sustenance, of bodily vigor, a life 
marked by the fear of Heaven and the dread 
of sin, a life free from shame and reproach, 
a life of prosperity and honor, a life in which 
the love of the Torah and the fear of Heaven 
shall cleave to us, a life in which the desires 
of our heart shall be fulfilled for good. 

May the Holy One, blessed be He, renew 
it unto us and unto all His people, the house 
of Israel, for life and peace, for gladness and 
joy, for salvation and consolation} and let us 
say, Amen. 


(T. P. B.) 
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PRAYERS FOR ROSH HASHANAH 

I 

Our God and God of our fathers, at this 
solemn occasion, when we are about to usher 
in a New Year, we come before Thee with 
feelings of reverence and awe. We stand in 
Thy presence, Creator of the world, Father 
of all beings, fully conscious of Thy omni¬ 
potence and all-embracing love and intrust our 
destinies into Thy care. 

We realize that we are but dust, clay in the 
hands of the potter and that Thou alone canst 
mold us aright. We come before Thee with 
contrite hearts and humble spirits conscious of 
our shortcomings and failings, of our sins and 
transgressions and pray for Thy forgiveness, 
O merciful Father. Remember us unto life, 
grant us soundness of body and mind, create 
in us a new heart and a well directed spirit to 
serve Thee in truth. May we all be inscribed 
in the Book of Life. Amen. 


(L. H.) 
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II 

Almighty Father, Creator and Sustainer of 
all, Thou that hast breathed the spirit of life 
into dust—we, the children of Thy people 
Israel, assembled in holy congregation on the 
eve of the approaching New Year, bend our 
heads before Thee in thankfulness and deep 
gratitude for all the favors and kindnesses, 
that Thou in Thy mercy hast shown us during 
the year that is now passing into eternity. 

In humbleness and silence, do we accept all 
the woes and afflictions that Thou in Thy wis¬ 
dom and mercy permitted to befall us or any 
of Thy people Israel. 

We pray Thee, O Lord, to bestow upon us, 
and upon all Thy children, for this coming 
year, from the multitude of Thy bounties, the 
gift of life, of healthy existence, of the full 
use of all the faculties of body and mind. 
Purify the hearts and guide the minds of Thy 
people so that Thy gift of life may not be 
put to vain and foolish use. May this coming 
year contribute towards the realization in the 
life of mankind of the vision of the Prophets, 
Thy messengers to men, the vision so beauti- 



32 


PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 


fully formulated in our prayer to Thee on 
this day, “Rule Thou alone, O Lord, over all 
Thy creatures.” 

It is to strive to bring glory to Thy name, 
to help to establish justice and peace among 
men, to aid in the restoration of Israel, Thy 
people, to the soil Thou hast ordained for it 
from of old, to strive to implant in the hearts 
of our children love and knowledge of Thy 
Torah and people, that we pray Thee, O Lord, 
“Remember us unto life, O King! Thou who 
delighteth in life, and write us in the book of 
life for Thy sake, O God of life.” Amen. 

(S. G .) 


Ill 

God of our fathers and of the universe, 
merciful Giver of life and happiness to the 
children of men, remember us on this first day 
of the New Year, and bestow upon us Thy 
gifts, even as we solemnly pledge ourselves 
to fulfill the sacred laws of Thy Torah. 

Grant us, in Thy goodness, eyes that see the 
wonders of Thy universe, minds that perceive 
and understand Thy truth, hearts that love and 
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worship Thy ideals, and souls that dedicate 
themselves to the search for a better and fairer 
world-order, so that we may live sanely, wise¬ 
ly, and usefully. 

May we, with Thy Divine aid, learn to 
abolish the ugliness, the ignorance, the cruelty 
and the selfishness of our man-made and im¬ 
perfect life, and rebuild our world nearer our 
ideals and closer Thy Divine teachings. May 
all superstition and self-love, all hatred and 
rancor cease, and may Thy love spread its 
sacred wings over us, so that we may live as 
free and equal, as useful and humble servants 
of Thy sovereign will. 

Speed on the work of our pioneers in the 
renewed land of our ancestors. Give them the 
strength and the courage to make Zion again 
Thy dwelling, and the gathering place of all 
those who thirst and hunger for Thy word. 

Make this year, a year of love and good¬ 
will, a year of joy and happiness, a year of 
creation and unselfish labor, a year of growth 
in body and in soul, for us, for Thy people 
Israel and for all mankind, Amen. 

(W. S. M.) 
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A PRAYER FOR YOM KIPPUR 

O merciful and graceful God, slow to anger 
and abounding in loving kindness and truth, 
we have gathered here on this Day of Atone¬ 
ment to confess before Thee our sins and ask 
Thine indulgence for the sake of Thy great 
name. 

We come before Thee knowing our weak¬ 
ness, realizing our frailties, aware of our help¬ 
lessness, and insignificance. It is Thine aid 
which alone can bring us the strength to strug¬ 
gle, as we should, against all the petty self- 
loves and all the degrading appetites that lead 
us away from Thee. Help us in the hour of 
temptation, and teach us to know Thy ways, 
so that we may the better follow Thy law 
and obey Thy divine precepts. Teach us to 
love Thy creatures, whether men or beasts, or 
plants of the field, lead us to understand Thy 
handiwork in the beauties of the earth and the 
heavensj inspire us to live for others, and to 
give ourselves fully and heartily for the ad¬ 
vancement of Thy kingdom on earth where 
justice and peace and loving kindness will fill 
our world with joy, and all sin will perish. 
Amen. (W. S. M.) 
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PRAYERS FOR SUCCOTH 

I 

O God of Israel, on this Festal Day, our 
memories journey back through many crowded 
centuries, to the long heroic marches of our 
fathers, through the wilderness. Weary these 
wanderings were, before Thy people entered 
the land promised them by Thee, and weary 
they have been since from it they were torn. 

Yet, though footsore and body-broken, their 
sufferings were borne by reason of the death¬ 
less spirit that flamed dauntless within them. 
Men speak now of the Jew’s ability, but only 
because men could always speak of Israel’s sur¬ 
vivability, and this they could only because 
the death of Jewish bodies fed the strength 
of Jewry’s soul. 

Of this unbreaking spirit, the Succah is the 
symbol, and the lulab and the esrog. Fragrant 
and flexible, open and protecting, linked with 
earth and aspiring to heaven, we have attained 
as has no other people the secret of harmony 
between Thine abode and ours, the making of 
Heaven and Earth not enemies but comrades. 
Maintain within us, O God, this Succah soul, 
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so that as Time and Experience waste their 
puny strength against us, only adding to our 
force instead of breaking us down, we and our 
children may partake of the vision that stirred 
the spirits of our fathers in the desert when 
their bodies were most bowed. Give to us the 
pillar of cloud-like vision by day, the pillar of 
fire-like inspiration by night, and thus in our 
relations to the land in which we live, teach 
us, O Lord, to bless this country, to love its 
inner genius, to grace its farms and cities, to 
strive for the betterment of its institutions, and 
to realize in so doing that underlying truth 
which alone can give us power to do this,— 
the truth that we can never love America more 
by loving Israel less. Amen. 


(N. S.) 
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II 

O Thou who hast made our ancestors to 
dwell in the frail, slender tabernacles when 
leading them from Egypt to Palestine, from 
slavery to freedom, from oppression and suf¬ 
fering to free and joyous self-expression— 
bless Thou this Succah of oursj inspire us 
with the same spirit of adventure and self- 
sacrifice which spurred our forefathers on to 
their ideal through hunger and thirst, through 
the storms and the burning heat of the death¬ 
dealing desert} let us realize in the Succah 
not only the brevity and the transience of 
human life, but also the indestructibility of 
human ideals and the power of man to attain 
them if he but desire in truth. 

Make us, as Thou hast made our forefathers, 
to leave their safe and sane homes of brick 
and stone, so that we may live bravely, and 
spiritually, the life not of bread alone but of 
the word of our God as well} may we'but 
perceive through the toppling, thin-walled, 
leaf-covered Succah the bright shining stars of 
human idealism. May it be Thy will. Amen. 

(W. S. M.) 
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A THANKSGIVING DAY PRAYER * 

O Lord, our God, Source and Giver of all 
blessings! We offer Thee the homage of our 
gratitude. We thank Thee for the gracious 
gifts and precious boons Thou hast vouchsafed 
unto us. We know that whatever joys we have 
are the fruits not of our own unaided effort 
but of Thy goodness that has blessed those 
efforts and brought them to the ripening. All 
things come of Thee. We are but stewards of 
our possessions. May we be ever mindful of 
this truth. May this truth beget in us a sense 
of deep responsibility to Thee, to our country, 
to Israel and to our fellow-men the world 
over. May it engender in us an earnest desire 
to employ the possessions entrusted to us wise¬ 
ly and duteously. 

We thank Thee for the spirit of self-sacrifice 
evinced by the people of this country, the 
sense of solidarity which united and uplifted 
them. We thank Thee for the community of 
high resolve to espouse the cause of national 
righteousness, the cause of democracyj for the 

* Delivered on Thanksgiving Day, 1918, Detroit, 
Mich. 
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noble and unflinching determination to strain 
every effort to hasten the advent of the day 
when the government of the people, by the 
people and for the people shall prevail 
throughout the earth. 

Supreme Disposer of human destinies! At 
this grave moment of crisis, when nations rage 
and kingdoms shake, we turn our eyes and 
hearts unto Thee. We pray for power to face 
bravely the swaying fortunes of the momen¬ 
tous days before us. Be, O God, with our 
country. Be with our President. Send Thy 
light and Thy truth that they may guide him 
in these anxious and troublous days. Hasten 
Thou the time when the cause of justice and 
right shall prevail, when the nations of the 
earth will learn that righteousness exalteth a 
nation and wrong-doing is a reproach to 
peoples. Speed the day when Thy tabernacle 
of peace shall be spread over all the children 
of man. Vouchsafe to us a peace of justice, 
a peace of faith, when the work of righteous¬ 
ness shall be peace, and the effect of righteous¬ 
ness, quietness and assurance forever. Amen. 

(A. M. H.) 
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ARMISTICE-DAY PRAYER 

Almighty Father, Thou who controllest the 
destinies of all men and in whose hand lies 
the fate of all nations, we have appeared before 
Thee this day with feelings of deep thankful¬ 
ness. We are grateful that the war which 
brought so much destruction, so much sorrow, 
and so much death, ceased. We recall the hero¬ 
ism which so many of our brave spirits showed, 
and the noble sacrifices so many made at the 
call of their beloved land. We remember, with 
affection, all those devoted souls who gave 
their lives for their country. 

But, Almighty God, futile would have been 
our observance of this sacred day, of no avail 
'will have been all the sufferings of our martyrs 
if there be not born in us the conviction that 
wars must no longer afflict mankind—wars with 
all their terrors—wars in which the hand of 
one man is turned against his brother! “For 
have we not all one father? Hath not one 
God created us?” 

We know that America came forth victori¬ 
ous, because all its people from one end of 
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the land to the other, irrespective of race or 
creed, were united for a common purpose. 
Grant us the wisdom to banish hate so that 
no internal dissension may disrupt our living 
together in fellowship. 

Bless this glorious land of ours that it may 
ever continue to be a haven of refuge for the 
oppressed and an apostle of righteousness to 
the entire world. Amen. 

(H. S .) 
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PRAYERS FOR CHANUKAH 

I 

Almighty God and Savior of Israel, we re¬ 
member this day with emotions of gratitude, 
the wondrous happiness of the distant past, 
when Thy people, ever consecrated to Thy 
service and loyal to Thy behest, were threat¬ 
ened with dire calamity. 

A monarch, cruel and unprincipled, rose up 
against our ancient fathers, imposed upon them 
strange worship of images shapcn by human 
hands. 

Israel was faced with destruction of body 
and soul. They were placed between the upper 
and nether mill-stones of utter annihilation. 
Dark and disconsolate was their lot. They 
knew no avenue of escape from the onslaught 
of Antiochus and his formidable legionaries. 

Thy sacred Law and statutes were proscribed, 
the practice of Israel’s sacred ceremonies and 
traditions inhibited. And so were our fore¬ 
fathers to endure numberless trials and tribula¬ 
tions. 
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But Israel, ever brave and dauntless, refused 
to quail and surrender to the enemy. With 
a heroism and determination worthy of so 
sacred a cause, they defied their harsh masters. 

For Thou, in Thy benign mercies, didst 
raise up noble leaders who were inspired to 
battle for the cause of Thy Torah and the 
eternal principles for which it stands. 

Judas the Maccabcan and his brothers, far- 
famed for piety and nobility of character, and 
filled with the spirit of God, of wisdom and 
understanding, brought salvation, victory and 
enlargement unto Thy people. 

Israel triumphed, Thy covenant re-estab¬ 
lished, and Thy laws and testimonies placed 
upon the bed rock of strength and safety. 

Thus shall righteousness and innocence ever 
trimph and wickedness and the kingdom of ar¬ 
rogance be no more. We thank Thee, O God, 
for Thy mercies and Thine abounding loving 
kindnesses. Amen. 


( B . H. R.) 
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II 

These little flickering Chanukah lights, con¬ 
vey a noble and beautiful message to us. May 
their cheery glow warm our hearts and cheer 
our drooping sprits in these days of Israel’s 
trials. They speak to us in accents of a far¬ 
away glory, and bid us to rejuvenate the pris¬ 
tine beauty. Grant that they wake the heart 
of Jewry to its solemn and sacred duty to its 
people, its faith and its God. May these little 
Chanukah lights be kindled from year to year, 
may they illuminate our lives, may they shed 
their soft and sweet radiance in this House of 
God on this festival of our Lord. 

Our hearts are filled with joy and with 
gratitude unto Thee, our Father, at the 
thought of /this Maccabean festival, with all 
its memories of heroes and martyrs, of saintly 
and self-sacrificing men and women in Israel 
of old. May we, too, be inspired by their noble 
example to consecrate ourselves to the service 
of God. May we, too, be inspired to emulate 
their noble deeds j and may we dedicate the 
finest of our thoughts, the sweetest of our 
hopes, the noblest of our aspirations, the most 
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precious ideals of our hearts to nourish the 
Ner Tomid, the eternal light of Judaism. 

On this day of Chanukah, the glorious anni¬ 
versary of Israel’s pride and fame, of Israel’s 
heroism and martyrdom, of Israel’s triumph 
and victory—implant Thou, O Lord our God, 
into the hearts of our people, that fine under¬ 
standing of Israel’s priceless ideals, that beauti¬ 
ful appreciation of the inestimable worth of 
the great and enduring truths, that have at all 
times been preached and taught by our proph¬ 
ets and sages. May we all joy in the joy of 
our faith; may we all find comfort and con¬ 
solation in the sacred words of our Holy 
Torah; and may we ever hold aloft the ban¬ 
ner of our people and our God, “Who is like 
unto Thee among the mighty, O Lord.” Amen. 

(L. S .) 
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A PASSOVER PRAYER 

God of our fathers, on this Festival of Free¬ 
dom we assemble in Thy house to sing Thy 
praises. We remember again Thy goodness of 
yore. Thou didst free us from the yoke of 
Egyptian bondage. But Thou didst more, 
when Thou caused us to wander in the wilder¬ 
ness and earn the freedom we had been given. 
This feast of Passover comes to us as perennial 
reminder that Liberty has ever been one of 
Thy greatest gifts, one of mankind’s most 
precious blessings. And. therefore it has been 
that the Jew has always made his home where 
liberty was not, so that liberty might make its 
home where the Jew’ was. 

Enable us, O our God, to guide and elevate 
our own emancipation. Make us to be active 
instruments in the gaining of wider freedom 
and in the pursuing of it on higher levels. 
Grant us dissatisfaction of spirit, so that we 
may seek to free our souls for greater grasp 
and deeper vision, becoming liberated in more 
than body, and so that we may take eager hold 
of our own lives and institutions and earn, as 
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in the days of long ago, that truest liberty 
which Thou hast put within our reach. 

Make us loyal to Thee and to Israel, and 
therefore to the land in which we live. Make 
America loyal to itself and therefore to Thee 
and Thy significance. Bring the deathless spirit 
of Passover again to the leaders and masses 
of our country, and make them mindful of the 
early American motto that “Rebellion to 
tyrants is obedience to God”. Grant that we 
of America crush our own tyrants of bigotry 
and hatred, which are fathered by fear and 
mothered by ignorance, and that we of Israel 
in America live the better for the country of 
our flag by doing the more for the country of 
our faith. Amen. 


(AT. S.) 
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PRAYERS AT THE OPEN ARK 

I 

(For the Sabbath ) 

Blessed be the name of the Sovereign of the 
universe. Blessed be Thy crown and Thy 
abiding-place. Let Thy favour rest with Thy 
people Israel for ever; show them the re¬ 
demption of Thy right hand in Thy holy 
temple. Vouchsafe unto us the benign gift of 
Thy light, and in mercy accept our supplica¬ 
tions. 

May it be Thy will to prolong our life in 
well-being. Let me also be numbered among 
the righteous, so that Thou mayest be merciful 
unto me, and have me in Thy keeping, with 
all that belong to me and to Thy people Israel. 
Thou art He that feedeth and sustaineth all; 
Thou art He that ruleth over all; Thou art 
He that ruleth over kings, for dominion is 
Thine. I am the servant of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, before whom and before whose 
glorious Torah I prostrate myself at all times: 
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not in man do I put my trust, nor upon any 
angel do I rely, but upon the God of heaven, 
who is the God of truth, and whose Torah is 
truth, and whose prophets are prophets of 
truth, and who aboundeth in deeds of good¬ 
ness and truth. In Him I put my trust, and 
unto His holy and glorious name I utter 
praises. May it be Thy will to open my heart 
unto Thy Torah, and to fulfill the wishes of 
my heart and of the hearts of all Thy people 
Israel for good, for life, and for peace. Amen. 

( T . P. B.) 

II 

(For the Three Festivals) 

Lord of the Universe, fulfill the wishes of 
my heart for good, yield my desire and grant 
me my petition j and render me worthy to 
perform Thy will with a perfect heart, and 
deliver me from the evil inclination. Grant 
our portion in Thy Torah. O make us worthy 
that Thy Presence abide among us. Cause the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding to shine 
upon us, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
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spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord. And thus may it be Thy will, O Lord 
our God and God of our fathers, that I may 
become worthy to perform good deeds in Thy 
sight and to walk in the way of the upright 
before Thee. Hallow us with Thy command¬ 
ments, so that we may attain to the long and 
blessed life of the world to come. Guard us 
from evil deeds and from the evil hours that 
distract the world. And he that trusteth in the 
Lord, mercy shall compass him about. 

Let the words of my mouth and the medi¬ 
tation of my heart be accepted before Thee, O 
Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

And as for me, my prayer be unto Thee, O 
Lord, in an acceptable time; O God, in the 
multitude of Thy mercy, answer me in the 
truth of Thy salvation. Amen. 

(T. P. B .) 

Ill 

{For the High Holy Days ) 

Lord of the Universe, fulfill the wishes of 
our hearts for good, yield our desire and grant 



PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 


51 


us our petitution; pardon all our iniquities and 
the iniquities of all our household, with the 
pardon of loving-kindness and the pardon of 
mercy. Purify us from all our sins, our iniqui¬ 
ties and transgressions, and remember us with 
a good remembrance from before Thee, visit 
us with the visitation of salvation and com¬ 
passion, and remember us for a long and happy 
life, for peace, for sustenance and support. 
Give us bread to eat and raiment to put on, 
substance and honour, and length of days to 
meditate in Thy Torah and to fulfill Thy com¬ 
mandments, and discernment and understand¬ 
ing to comprehend its deep mysteries. O do 
Thou send healing for all our sorrows and 
bless all the work of our hands. Ordain for us 
good decrees of salvation and comfort, and an¬ 
nul all severe decrees concerning usj and in¬ 
cline the hearts of the rulers and counsellors 
of the realm unto us for good. 

Let the words of my mouth and the medita¬ 
tion of my heart be acceptable before Thee, 
O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

And as for me, my prayer be unto Thee, 
O Lord, in an acceptable timej O God, in the 
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multitude of Thy mercy, answer me in the 
truth of Thy salvation. Amen. 

(T. P. B .) 


IV 

Blessed be Thy Name, Sovereign of the 
universe, and blessed be Thy crown and Thy 
abiding-place! 

Thou holdest this earth in the hollow of 
Thine hand and rulest over all, for domination 
is Thine; Thou feedest and sustainest us all; 
may it be Thy will to prolong our lives in well¬ 
being. 

But, man doth not live by bread alone. 
Surely not Israel! May it be Thy will, earnest¬ 
ly we supplicate Thee, to open our hearts unto 
Thy Law, for Thou art the God of truth, 
Thy Law is truth and our prophets are proph¬ 
ets of truth. 

Thou aboundest in deeds of goodness and 
truth. Let Thy favor rest with Thy people 
Israel forever. O grant us that the desires of 
our hearts shall be fulfilled for good, for life, 
and for peace,—so that day by day, between 
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Sabbaths, we may seek the good and avoid the 
evil, forsake the things that are transitory and 
cleave to the things eternal. Yea, spread over 
us the tabernacle of Thy peace and fill the 
world with Thy glory. Amen. 

(C. E. H. K .) 


V 

Our God and the God of our fathers: We 
stand before the open Ark of Thy Covenant 
to confess Thy sovereignty. 

Before Thee and before the glory of Thy 
Law we prostrate ourselves at all times. For 
Thou art truth, and Thy Law is truth, and 
Thy prophets are prophets of truth, and Thou 
dost abound in mercy and in truth. 

Do Thou enlighten our eyes that we may 
behold the wonders of Thy Law. Endow us 
with wisdom that we may understand its pre¬ 
cepts, and inspire us with courage that we may 
hold aloft the banner of Thy Law in the eyes 
of all men. 

We thank Thee, O our Father, for the peace 
and rest of this Sabbath day. We pray Thee 
that we may bear its holy influence with us, 
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even unto the days of toil and labor. Make 
us, and the whole house of Israel, of one heart 
to serve Thee in sincerity and in truth, that we 
may advance from strength to strength for the 
sake of Thy Kingdom and the glory of Thy 
name. Amen. 

(7. KO.) 


VI 

Almighty Father, we, Thy children, stand 
in loving reverence before Thee and look to 
Thee for light. 

Favor us, we pray Thee, with Thine eternal 
guidance, for we hearken graciously to Thy 
sacred word and bow down in heartfelt grati¬ 
tude for Thy countless blessings. 

May Thy holy Torah, whose letter and spirit 
our fathers kept even to the sacrifice of life, 
fill us also with love, hope, and duty. May it 
turn our paths into beds of roses, fragrant and 
joy-inspiring, and keep far from us the thorns 
of affliction and unhappiness. May its sacred 
teachings ever broaden our minds, purify our 
hearts, and beautify our souls. 

Grant, O Lord, that all our thoughts and 
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deeds shall be inspired through these life- 
giving scrolls. May we gain therefrom the 
zeal that overcomes all obstacles, the devotion 
that removes all fear, and the courage that 
makes men ready to die for Thy name’s sake. 

Judge us kindly, O merciful Father, if we 
deviate from Thy precepts, for we are but 
children before Thee, and imbue us with the 
will and determination to resist all weaknesses 
and influences that tend to separate us from 
Thee. Pardon whatever transgressions we may 
commit against Thee, for we are but human 
and oft succumb to human frailties. 

Help us to go from strength to strength, in 
our common endeavor, to sanctify our lives, to 
spread Thy hallowed word among all men, to 
make peoples love and worship Thee for Thy 
inherent goodness and beauty, and to exalt 
Thine incomparable name before all the na¬ 
tions of the earth! Amen. 


(E. M. B.) 
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VII 

(Before Reading the Torah) 

O Lord, God of our fathers, wc stand this 
Sabbath day, before the open ark of Thy Cove¬ 
nant, our hearts filled with gratitude for the 
light of Thy Torah, our minds ready and 
eager to learn its teachings and its precepts. 
Yet, Thou knowest, that our strength is too 
frail and our eyes too dim to perceive its in¬ 
finite wisdom and truth without Thy saving 
grace. Help us this day to understand Thy 
law, to accept Thy prophets, to learn from 
Thy sages—that the Torah may truly become 
for us a pillar of fire to lead us through the 
night of injustice and selfishness to the prom¬ 
ised dawn of Thy Kingdom, Amen. 

aw. s. m .) 

VIII 

(.After Reading the Torah) 

O Lord, God of our fathers, we have read 
this Sabbath day a portion of Thy Torah, in 
accordance with Thy divine command. Grant, 
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O Lord, that its sacred light illumine our daily- 
lives j that its healing balm dispel our griefs 
and sorrows; that its message of truth arm 
us to struggle and triumph against the forces 
of destruction and evil, which make of Thy 
fair world a vale of tears and of fruitless pain. 
Open our eyes to see the beauties of Thy 
creation, warm our hearts to thank Thee for 
every hour of full and bounteous living, and 
strengthen our minds to understand the mys¬ 
teries of Thy universe. Help us and all Thy 
people—Israel to live as Thou hast com¬ 
manded us in Thy Torah, purely, helpfully, 
courageously, believing in Thee and in the ad¬ 
vent of Thy Kingdom, Amen. 


(W. S. M.) 
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A PRAYER FOR A MOTHER AFTER 
CHILDBIRTH 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, there 
has entered into Thy presence on this Sabbath 

morn, the mother- to whom in Thy 

great goodness, Thou hast given a (son) 
(daughter). Thou wast with her, O God, in 
her hour of peril. Thou hast restored her to 
health and strength. She has come before 
Thee to dedicate herself to the great task of 
motherhood. Be Thou with her. Strengthen 
her that she may worthily perform the great 
work, than which there is nothing on earth 
more sacred or more important, of training an 
immortal soul entrusted to her care. And be 
Thou with the tender infant. Grant that the 

name —-given unto it, may 

ever be an honored one in our midst. Grant 
unto the child health of body and health of 
soulj that it may grow up in usefulness, to 
be a joy to its dear ones, an honor to its people, 
and to give glory to Thy holy name. Amen. 

(C. 7. 77.) 
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A PRAYER AT A CIRCUMCISION 
CEREMONY 

God of our fathers, of old Thou didst prom¬ 
ise that Thou wouldst establish Thy covenant 
with Abraham for an everlasting covenant, 
that Thou wouldst be his God, and the God 
of his seed after him throughout their genera¬ 
tions. Thou didst give to him this rite of 
circumcision as the token of that covenant 
between Thee and the children of Abraham. 

Since that day during all the generations 
that the seed of Abraham has walked before 
Thee, this covenant has renewed that union 
of Thee and Thy people with every son of 
Thy people. It has been our happy privilege 

this day to enter this child- 

unto this age old covenant of Abraham, en- 
roling him in the deathless army of Israel 
pledged to Thee. Accept this child, we pray 
Thee, into Thy people. Be Thou his God, 
even as Thou didst promise to Abraham our 
father, guarding him and guiding him as Thy 
servant on whom Thy name is called. May 
Thy blessing be on this child, so that he grow 
to be a worthy child of Thee, true to Thee 
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and the teachings of Thy Torah. May he in the 
years to come, remembering this covenant that 
is sealed in his flesh, live a life of purity and 
honored manhood. May he grow to be a 
worthy son of his covenant people. May Thy 
blessing be upon him and upon all the chil¬ 
dren of Thy covenant, and fulfil upon him 
the ancient blessing spoken by the priests of 
old upon the children of Israel: “The Lord 
bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make His 
countenance to shine upon Thee and be graci¬ 
ous unto Thee. The Lord lift up His counte¬ 
nance upon thee and give thee peace, Amen.” 

(D. De S. P.) 
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A PRAYER FOR THE NAMING OF A 
BABY GIRL 

Eternal God and Father! Source of all life 
and Author of our happiness! 

With praises and thanksgivings do we ap¬ 
proach Thy holy shrine to invoke Thy divine 

grace upon-(name of parents) 

whom Thou hast, in Thy mercy and goodness, 
blessed with a daughter. 

Grant, O God, wisdom and strength unto 
the parents, whom Thou didst sustain during 
the hours of anxiety and uncertainty, that they 
may fully realize the sacredness of their new 
trust and responsibilityj that they may be 
privileged to rear their child in piety and 
reverence, and train her in the ways of good¬ 
ness and uprightness. 

Grant also, O Heavenly Father, Thy divine 
protection and care to the tender infant whose 
name shall be called in Israel -. 

May she grow up and develop in bodily 
vigor ajid spiritual strength, a source of joy 
and happiness to her parents, and a blessing 
to the House of Israel. Amen. 

.riHft 5m ,npm ,rrnso dm5« now 

(7. G.) 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

I 

O Lord God, who art gracious and merciful, 
who spreadest Thy wings of protection and 
tender care over all Thy creatures, who healest 
the sick and bindest up their wounds, receive, 
we beseech Thee, our humble petition on be¬ 
half of our brother (sister)- 

who is confined to the bed of pain and sickness. 

Send him (her), O God, Refuah Shelcmah, 
perfect healing, that he (she) may speedily re¬ 
cover from the illness that has come upon 
him (her). Grant him (her), O God, relief; 
assuage his (her) pain and restore him (her) 
to perfect health, happiness and usefulness. 
Instill into his (her) impaired body the Balm 
of Gilead that he (she) may be able to bear 
testimony to Thy everlasting mercy and love, 
“for Thou, O Lord, art a faithful and merci¬ 
ful healer.” Amen. 


(/. G.) 
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II 

O Thou who dwellest on. high, who hast 
held the destiny of mankind in hand from the 
very beginning even till this day, who will con¬ 
tinue to do so in the days to come! O Thou 
who guidest the soul of every human being, 
both on land and on sea, below us and above 
us, O All Merciful Being, look down with 

compassion upon our dear- 

who is suffering, and send Thy healing unto 
his body and soul. 

We know that Thou art good to all, that 
Thou feedest all, that Thine eyes are ever 
upon us, to help the needy, to bring low the 
proud, to raise on high those that are deserv¬ 
ing of it! Thou knowest indeed that when 
man lies in suffering he is brought nearer unto 
Thee and so are those who sympathize with 
the suffering one brought closer to Thee! 

Realize at this moment that Thy children 
are standing suppliantly before Thee and that 
they are begging for a sign of Thy great heal¬ 
ing power. Grant us, O Lord, this request so 
that we who are ever faithful to Thee may 
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continue to glorify and exalt Thy name. Make 

strong, O Lord, Thy servant- 

who lies suffering on his sick bed before Thee. 
Boruch Atoh Adonoi Ropeh Choleh Amoh 
Israel. Blest art Thou, O Lord, who healest 
the sick of Thy people Israel. Amen. 

(7. 5. G.) 
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MEMORIAL PRAYERS 

I 

Almighty and Merciful Father, in this hour 
of sacred and tender remembrance, when we 
recall to our minds the images of our cherished 
beloved ones whom Thou hast taken from usp 
we lift up our hearts to Thee and pray Thee, 
grant peace to the souls of our departed and 
grant them an abode amongst the righteous 
of Thy children. Strengthen and solace the. 
mourners, they who bear deep wounds in their 
hearts today. Comfort and console them, even 
as Thou comfortest the mourners of Zion. May 
they, in common with all who ponder over the 
meaning and sanctity of life, be ever guided 
by the prayer of the Psalmist: “So teach us 
to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom.” ^4ay the sacredness and 
solemnity of this hour inspire us, in the words 
of the poet: 

“So to live 

That, when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan that moves 
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To that mysterious realm, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 

Thou go not like the quarry'slave at night 
Scourged to his dungeon; but, sustained and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams." 

May the tears they now shed be to them 
as stepping-stones, on which they may rise to 
a larger usefulness, to a fuller understanding 
of the real purposes of life, so that when, in 
the fulness of time, their summons comes, 
their departure may be as deeply mourned as 
now they themselves mourn those, who have 
already obeyed Thy call. Amen. 

(/. H. L.) 


II 

We pray Thee, O Lord, our God and the 
God of our fathers, to be mindful this day of 
the souls of 


whose Yahrzeits occur (today and) during the 
coming week. May their spirits abide with 
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Thee throughout all eternity; and may their 
memories ever be a source of blessings to those 
who love them. Amen. 


(/. B.) 


Ill 

Almighty Father, Who dwellest in Infinity 
and inhabitest Eternity, and yet art to be found 
in the hearts of the contrite and humble and 
art ever near to those who call upon Thee in 
truth, remember, we pray Thee, the souls of 

- -, (whose mortal remains 

have been conveyed to their last resting place 
truth, remember, we pray Thee, the soul of 
whose departure from mortality we com¬ 
memorate on this occasion). May his (her) 
soul be bound up in the bond of the living, in 
the bond of the righteous of all generations, 
of all peoples. May his (her) reward be with 
him (her), his (her) recompense before him 
(her). May his (her) good deeds be his (her) 
guardian angels pleading before Thy Throne 
of everlasting Justice and Mercy. 

May those who mourn for him (her) worthi¬ 
ly honor him (her) by perpetuating and pro- 
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moting all that was good in the life of the 
departed. Thus may they understand that all 
that Thou doest is well done and humbly re¬ 
signing themselves to Thy decrees, praise Thy 
Goodness, Thy Wisdom, and Thy Power, by 
means of the Kaddish Prayer. 

(M. E.) 


IV 

O Thou, in whose hands are the souls of 
all the living and the spirits of all flesh, unto 
Thee do we offer prayer on this day. We 
pray on behalf of those who have been sum¬ 
moned to the Great Beyond, to the realms of 
Eternity, where they are receiving a reward 
for good deeds practiced on earth. May the 
charity our departed brothers rendered, the 
justice they pursued, the spirit of brotherly 
love they displayed, and the fidelity they 
manifested, ever be cherished by the living. 

Let the faults of our departed members be 
written upon the sands to be washed away by 
the waters of oblivion, and their virtues be per¬ 
petuated upon the tablets of love and memory. 
Teach us so to number our days that we con- 
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tinually perform acts of helpfulness, kindli¬ 
ness and neighborliness. Cause us to realize 
that “Life is real, life is earnest and the grave 
is not its goal, dust thou art, to dust returnest 
was not spoken of the soul.” May the lives 
of our departed brothers inspire us to make 
our lives sublime, and departing leave behind 
us a good name and noble memory. May the 
memory of our absent ones be for a blessing 
now and for evermore. Amen. 

(L. J. H.) 
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A MEMORIAL PRAYER FOR THE 
MARTYRS OF ISRAEL 

May the Father of mercies, who dwelleth 
on high in His mighty compassion, remember 
those loving, upright and blameless ones, the 
holy congregations, who laid down their lives 
for the sanctification of the divine name, who 
were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in 
their death were not divided; swifter than 
eagles, stronger than lions to do the will of 
their Master and the desire of their Rock. 
May our God remember them for good with 
the other righteous of the world, and avenge 
the blood of His servants which hath been 
shedj as it is written in the Torah of Moses, 
the man of God, Rejoice, O ye nations, with 
His people, for He will avenge the blood of 
His servants, and will render vengeance to His 
adversaries, and will make atonement for His 
land and for His people. Amen. 


(r. p. b.) 
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A MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER 

As Americans, in unison with out fellow- 
citizens, we pause on this national Memorial 
Day to reflect upon the great achievements of 
those who have made the extreme sacrifice for 
their country. We remember at this moment 
the thousands of brave soldiers who gave their 
lives on the battlefields of the Civil War, the 
Spanish-American War and the recent World 
War. On these battlefields, we Jews fought 
not as Jews but as Americans, as men imbued 
with the spirit of American ideals. 

We pray Thee, Almighty Father, to bind 
up the souls of them that have fallen in battle, 
with the souls of the living, so that the bigotry 
and hatred, the narrow-mindedness and lack of 
understanding that have of late desecrated the 
soil of our beloved country and endangered its 
free spirit, may be removed for ever from our 
midst. May they who lack in vision see the 
light. May they realize that all our people, of 
all races and creeds, even those who came to 
our shores but recently, have helped make this 
country the powerful factor in the concert of 
nations, that it is today. Without the co-opera- 
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tion and self-sacrifice of the men and women 
who came here from distant shores, America 
could not have risen in so short a period, to 
the position of greatness and honor that it 
holds today in the heart of mankind. 

Remember then, as we do on this Memorial 
Day, the men and women who have helped 
make this nation great, we beseech Thee, Al¬ 
mighty God and Father of all human beings, 
to open the eyes of them that walk in darkness 
that they may see the light, that prejudice and 
race-hatred cease to exist, and that this country 
may continue to be a beacon of light to the 
rest of the civilized world j that all the world 
may learn from us to live peacefully one with 
the other, so as to hasten the Messianic era of 
the brotherhood of men, and the glory of God 
upon earth. 

May the memory of the departed soldiers, 
whose graves the tender hands of mothers and 
the guiding and loving care of a nation, this 
day decorate, be an inspiration to us. May we 
realize the cruelty and futility of warfare and 
the blessings of peace and harmony from now 
and for evermore. Amen. 

(7. M.) 
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PRAYERS FOR ISRAEL AND THE 
CONGREGATION 

I 

Father of Israel! From of old hast Thou 
chosen us, Thy servants. We have ever loved 
Thee and Thy Torah has always been the 
light of our life. Lend us ever anew strength 
and courage that we remain loyal to Thy per¬ 
fect Law and a light to all the world. Let us 
serve our country in silent devotion, keep our 
patriotic life free from clamorous self-appreci¬ 
ation. But when evil essays to rule the affairs 
of the land, then let our voice wax strong like 
Thy thunder, a resistless call for truth and 
justice. 

All ways lead to Thee, O Lord. In the 
white light of Thy truth shine resplendent the 
pious souls of all the nations. So cause Thy 
spirit to rest on the peoples of the earth, give 
them a new heart and a right mind. Abolish 
the horrors of war, the closed door, and. in¬ 
tolerance towards the stranger in our midst. 
Let men help each other to enjoy the life 
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which Thou hast given them in the world, 
which is Thy work and Thy possession. 

Make an end to the fearful Goluth of Thy 
people, to the oceans of Jewish blood, to the 
bottomless despair of Jewish hearts. Establish 
Thou Israel happy in the land of his father, 
the Torah in her ancient glory, so that the 
word of the prophets come true soon in our 
days. 

Send Thy blessing upon this congregation. 
Comfort the afflicted, grant sweet solace to the 
mourners and perfect healing to the sick. Keep 
away from our life distress and reproach, the 
hammer of fate and the gnawing misery of 
doubt. Bless the work of our hands and the 
labor of our brains. In Thy help we hope for 
,ever. May the words of our mouth and the 
meditation of our heart be acceptable before 
Thee, O Lord, our God, and our Redeemer, 
Amen. 

(L. /.) 


II 

May He who blessed our fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, bless all this holy congrega- 
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tion, together with all other holy congrega¬ 
tions: them, their wives, their sons and daugh¬ 
ters, and all that belong to them} those also 
who unite to form Synagogues for prayer, and 
those who enter therein to pray} those who 
give of their means for their maintenance, 
bread to the wayfarers, and charity to the poor, 
and all such as occupy themselves in faithful¬ 
ness with the wants of the congregation. May 
the Holy One, blessed be He, give them their 
recompense} may He remove from them all 
sickness, heal all their body, forgive all their 
iniquity, and send blessing and prosperity upon 
all the work of their hands, as well as upon 
all Israel, their brethren; and let us say, Amen. 

( T . P. B.) 
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PRAYERS FOR THE COUNTRY AND 
GOVERNMENT 

I 

Our God and the God of our fathers, we 
invoke Thy blessing upon our country, on the 
government of this republic, the President of 
these United States and all who exercise just 
and rightful authority. Do Thou instruct them 
out of Thy Law, that they may administer 
the affairs of our land in justice and equity, 
that peace and security, happiness and prosper¬ 
ity, right and freedom may forever abide in 
our midst. Grant that in their day and in ours, 
Judah be saved and Israel dwell securely:— 
and may the Redeemer come unto Zion. Amen. 

(7. K. O.) 

II 

Thou, who givest salvation unto kings and 
dominion unto princes, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, bless, guard, protect and 
guide the legally constituted officers of these 
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United States as well as the officers of this 
State and City. Mayest Thou, in Thy mercy, 
put a spirit of wisdom and understanding into 
their hearts, so that they uphold the peace of 
the realm, and advance the welfare of the na¬ 
tion and state. 

Endow our citizens with earnest devotion 
and a generous public spirit. Save us from 
violence, discord and confusion. Lift us above 
pride, envy, self-seeking and national selfish¬ 
ness, but help us to consecrate ourselves to 
the principle of eternal justice. May the ser¬ 
vice which we can render to the cause of right¬ 
eousness and peace give meaning to our na¬ 
tional life. Open our eyes to receive the new 
light. Open our ears to hear the voices that 
are calling to us to make the world new, not 
by brutal force, but by the power of justice. 
Fit us for the task that is ours, and endow us 
with the spirit of the heavenly kingdom that 
is to come upon the earth when wickedness 
shall be reduced and all nations of the world 
shall form one league to do Thy will. 

Inspire also with Thy spirit of wisdom those 
to whom has been entrusted the task of the 
restoration of the ancient land of our fore- 
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fathers. Strengthen Thou their hands, so that 
Judah be saved and Israel dwell securely, and 
out of the new Zion shall come forth Torah 
and the word of God out of Jerusalem. Amen. 

(D.A.) 


Ill 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, from the 
beginning, beyond the sea, Thou hast reserved 
a wondrous continent. Out of the failure of 
the Old World grew the newj a second chance 
for humanity. Thou leadest the pilgrims of 
every generation across the ocean and through 
the wilderness of tyranny to this wide land. 
Out of their suffering came their wisdom, from 
hatred of bigotry their love of the fellow man. 
Together they created the Constitution of the 
United States. This document was inspired by 
the thunder of Sinai, by the words of the 
prophets, by the quiet still voice with which 
Thou speakest in the hearts of men. 

Keep our country true to her Constitution, 
to her passion for freedom, her love for the 
downtrodden and forlorn! Preserve her from 
the stain of imperialistic greed, keep her in 
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the royal way of integrity. Destroy from her 
midst all intolerance and presumptuousness, all 
sullen anger and wicked triumph! Thy bless¬ 
ing, through generations of creative freedom, 
has wrought great prosperity and power. Help 
us, O Lord, that our achievement turn not 
against us, that we seek our national salvation 
in peace, good will and co-operation, in honest 
labor, which builds up the waste places of 
humanity. 

Bless the President of the United States, his. 
Cabinet and all the Governors and Legislators. 
Grant them the gift of unbending rectitude 
and wisehearted statesmanship that they truly 
serve the country, upholding her honor and 
safeguarding the happiness of her citizenry. 
Bless them all who occupy themeslves in faith¬ 
fulness with the wants of the community. 
Amen. 

(L. /.) 


IV 

Our God and the God of our fathers, we 
beseech Thee this day to bless our adopted 
country, America. Grant unto it the precious 
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gift of Americanism. Prevent it from losing 
its own soul. Cause it not to wander in the 
paths of other peoples. Make it ever loyal to 
those proud principles of liberty of thought, 
of conscience, and of action with which it so 
bravely began its career as a nation. 

In a world seeking desperately for deliver¬ 
ance from the nightmare of passion and pre¬ 
judice, of oppression and bureaucracy, make 
this country to be the leader of liberal thought 
and of broad human sympathies. Purge our 
land from every hate of soul, from every lust 
of plutocracy, from every intolerance of bi¬ 
gotry and narrowness of vision. Make our 
leaders conscious of the fact that to be mindful 
of any group only, instead of all our inhabit¬ 
ants, is to be guilty of nothing less than treason 
to the genius and to the people of our country. 

Restore to this country, O Lord, its dearest 
possession, namely: its pure reliance,—not 
upon might or upon power,—not upon the 
might of the sword or the power of gold,— 
but upon Thine own spirit—and cause all Thy 
people Israel within this country’s borders to 
remember and to understand that we need not 
be less the Jew in order to be more the Amer- 
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lean, but rather that we can never be more 
American than when are most the Jew. Amen. 

(N. S.) 


V 

Sovereign Ruler of the universe, in whose 
hands rest the destinies of men and of nations, 
look down from Thy holy habitation on our 
beloved country, and in Thy mercy guide it 
and preserve it in safety and happiness. Vouch¬ 
safe unto it all manner of good. Give it of 
Thy bounty, of the dew of heaven, and of 
the fatness of the earth. Cause all within its 
borders to dwell in harmony and in peace with 
one another, and to seek one another’s well¬ 
being, and the good of their common land. 

Bless the constituted authorities of these 
United States, the heads of our Government, 
National, State and Municipal. Be with them. 
Direct and guide them in their counsels and 
their undertakings. Endow them with the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding that they 
may labor to uphold the peace of the land 
and to advance the welfare of the nation, and 
the happiness of all mankind. May our coun- 
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try ever be the home of justice and freedom, 
the abode of equality and brotherly love. 

Be Thou a shield about us and remove from 
us every enemy, pestilence, sword, famine and 
sorrow. O shelter us beneath the shadow of 
Thy wings j for Thou, O God, art our Guard¬ 
ian and our Deliverer. Guard our going out 
and our coming in into life and unto peace 
from this time forth and for evermore. Spread 
the canopy of Thy peace over this land, over 
Israel and over all mankind. And may the 
redeemer come unto Zion. Amen. 

(£. L. S.) 
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A PRAYER FOR PEACE AND GOOD¬ 
WILL AMONG THE NATIONS 
OF THE EARTH 

Omnipotent God, merciful Father, from 
under the misty clouds of selfishness, prejudice, 
intolerance, and hatred that are still hovering 
over a great portion of humanity, we beseech 
Thee, O Lord our God, to dissipate the dark¬ 
ness of our earth and illuminate our souls with 
a flash of Heavenly light and truth. Kindle 
our hearts with a spark of Thy divine love, so 
that we may realize and fulfill Thy sacred will 
to bring about our salvation by sympathy, good¬ 
will and peace among all the nations of the 
earth. 

We all have sinned against Thee, O Heaven¬ 
ly Father! Those who have power and wealth 
by offending, injuring or oppressing the weak 
and the poor; and those oppressed, persecuted 
and humiliated, by abandoning their faith and 
losing their confidence in the brotherhood of 
men and providence of God. Have mercy upon 
Thy children who have lost Thy ways and 
forgotten Thy commandments; who are in- 
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different to, or cause, the sufferings of their 
fellow-men. Fulfill Thy promise that Thou 
hast given to Israel through Thy prophets, 
and extend it to all Thy children: “And I will 
give them one heart, and I will put a new 
spirit within youj and I will take the stony 
heart out of their flesh and will give them a 
heart of flesh.” 

Almighty God! Thou hast created man in 
Thine image and endowed him with the power- 
to rise above his selfish interests. In extra¬ 
ordinary moments of great calamities, that 
from time to time befall mankind, we find 
within us the moral courage and divine inspira¬ 
tion which help us achieve wonderful deeds of 
heroism and self-sacrifice for the sake of our 
fellow-men. Awaken, O Lord, those dormant 
powers within us. Help us realize our spiritual 
and moral capacities to the end that we may 
exercise them every day and every hour for 
the benefit of mankind, thus glorifying Thy 
holy name and proclaiming Thy Divine will 
to have peace and love reign on earth. Amen. 

(7. K.) 
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PRAYERS FOR THE BAR-MITZVAH 
AND THE CONFIRMANT 

I 

O my God and God of my fathers, on this 
solemn and sacred day, which marketh my 
passage from boyhood to manhood, I humbly 
raise my eyes unto Thee, and declare with sin¬ 
cerity and truth that henceforth I will observe 
all Thy commandments, and undertake to bear 
the -responsibility of all mine actions towards 
Thee. In my earliest infancy I was brought 
within Thy sacred covenant with Israel, and 
today I again enter as an active responsible 
member the pale of Thine elect congregation, 
in the midst of which I will never cease to 
glorify Thy holy name in the face of all 
nations. 

Do Thou, O Heavenly Father, hearken unto 
this my humble prayer, and bestow upon me 
Thy gracious blessings, so that my earthly life 
may be sustained and made happy by Thine 
ineffable mercies. Teach me the way of Thy 
statutes, that I may obey them, and faithfully 
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carry out Thy ordinances. Dispose my heart to 
love Thee and to fear Thy holy name, and 
grant me Thy support and the strength neces¬ 
sary to avoid the worldly dangers which beset 
the path lying before me. Save me from temp¬ 
tation, so that I may observe Thy holy Law 
and those precepts on which human happiness 
and eternal life depend. Thus I will every 
day of my life trustfully and gladly proclaim: 
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the 
Lord is one!” 

(/?. A.) 


II 

God of our fathers, we have come this day 
unto Thy Holy Temple, humbly to implore 
Thee to strengthen our resolve to show forth 
the beauty and holiness of our Faith, in the up¬ 
rightness of our lives. Thou who art nigh un¬ 
to all who call upon Thee in truth, teach us 
to do Thy will, and cause us to know the path 
wherein we should walk. Help us to remain 
staunch and loyal to the Commandments of 
Thy Law, and guide us aright amid the temp¬ 
tations and difficulties of life. Be with us, O 
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God of our salvation, in the years to come, as 
Thou hast been with us in the years that are 
past. Inspire our hearts with a firm determina¬ 
tion to strive after all that is purest and noblest 
in life. Then shall we realize the dignity and 
sacred purpose of our womanhood, and hallow 
Thy Name before the children of men. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, with all our heart, 
for the dear parents Thou hast given us, whose 
one desire it has been to train us in a knowl¬ 
edge of goodness and virtue, and whose tender 
watchfulness hath shielded us from evil and 
sorrow. Bestow Thy bounteous blessing upon 
them and upon all who are near and dear unto 
us. Our times are in Thy hand; and in Thee 
shall be our trust. O send forth Thy light and 
Thy truth to lead and sustain us in the way 
everlasting, so that our present lives may be 
a worthy preparation of the life Eternal. 
Amen. 


(7. H. H.) 
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PRAYERS AT CONFIRMATION AND 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL GRADUATION 

I 

God of our Fathers, into Thy loving keep¬ 
ing we do earnestly commend Thy children 
who stand before Thee at this solemn hour to 
consecrate the years of their life to Thy ser¬ 
vice. 

Accept, we beseech Thee, the free-will offer¬ 
ing of their souls, and give Thine angels charge 
over them to keep them in all their ways. 
Grant them strength of body and enlighten¬ 
ment of mind. Guard them from all anguish 
and affliction. Graciously pour out Thy Spirit 
upon them, the spirit of contentment and 
steadfastness 3 the spirit of humility and 
modestyj the spirit of reverence and faith j 
the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord. 

Lead them in the path of Thy Command¬ 
ments, so that all who see them acknowledge 
that they are an offspring blessed with a knowl¬ 
edge of Thy Law. Preserve them from all 
evil and show them the exceeding joy of Thy 
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salvation. Help them to prove themselves a 
comfort and a pride to their parents, and to 
grow into loyal daughters of Israel—God¬ 
fearing and valiant women whose works praise 
them in the gates. Amen. 

(/. H. H .) 


II 

O Lord, God of our Fathers, let Thy bless¬ 
ing rest eternally upon these boys and girls 
who have tasted of Thy Law of Salvation. 
May they drink ever more deeply of that life- 
giving fountain of strength and wisdom and 
faith which is Thy Torah. May their lessons 
remain with them all the days of their life, 
guiding them aright through danger and peril, 
and bracing them for the eternal struggle on 
behalf of freedom and justice and peace. 

Inspire them, O God, with greater zeal and 
larger devotion in the cause of their people 
and their faith. May they uphold with cour¬ 
age and dignity the tranditions and ideals of 
their ancestors and carry them on to ever loftier 
heights. May the banner of Israel which, 
please God, they will take from our failing 
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hands, never be stained or blemished through 
their word or deed. May they join their Jew¬ 
ish brothers and sisters throughout the world 
in bringing to fruition the dream of a Palestine 
rebuilt, re-settled, re-sanctified, so that our 
wandering and homeless people may once more 
be planted in its native soil. 

Bless with Thy favor their parents and re¬ 
latives and friends-and all those gathered here 
on this festive day. Grant them many years 
of peace and happiness and prosperity, and 
may they see their children following in the 
paths of virtue and righteousness. 

Give, these boys and girls, of Thy blessing 
and be Thou ever with them. May they be 
like trees planted by streams of water, that 
bring forth their fruit in due season, whose 
leaf does not wither, and whatsoever they do 
shall prosper. 

I will invoke upon them Thy sacred blessing- 
in the words of Israel’s priests and prophets: 
May God bless you, etc. Amen. 

(W. S. M.) 
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PRAYER AT SCHOOL OR CONFIRMA¬ 
TION EXERCISE ON SHABUOTH 

Our God and God of our Fathers, we 
pray Thee on this day, at this season when 
Thou didst reveal Thyself to Thy people, to 
make known Thy glory and power to us, and 
to these tender boys and girls who have come 
to Thy sanctuary to acknowledge Thy sov¬ 
ereignty. 

Preserve, O God, the lives of these children 
and of their parents and of the whole Con¬ 
gregation of Israelj and teach them so to live 
that by their deeds they may sweeten every 
hour of their appointed days on earth. 

We lift up our eyes and our hearts to pray 
for these children. Thou, O Lord, hast created 
them, and hast watched over them, with pater¬ 
nal kindness and love from the first moment 
of their life. Thou hast cared for them and 
guided them safely, and hast brought them to 
this beautiful day. Thou hast charged us to be 
their guardians, to lead them in the path where 
Thou mayest be found. 

Joy and sorrow fall to the lot of all, and 
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these children will not remain free from the 
trials and tribulations that life has in store for 
them. Be Thou near to them, God of Mercy, 
when they are in want of comfort, in sickness 
and in distress and in every trial. Do not leave 
them nor forsake them. 

Grant, O God, that Thy children may grow 
up to be Thy faithful servants, that they may 
develop a steadfast and noble character and 
reflect honor and glory upon their name and 
upon Israel, 

Grant them, O Father in Heaven, the wis¬ 
dom and understanding to study Thy Torah, 
and Thy will, and to be guided by them in all 
their actions. This we pray Thee in the name 
of the little children whom Thou lovest. May 
our prayers be acceptable before Thee, O Lord, 
our God, and the God of our fathers. Amen. 

. <7. M.) 
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PRAYER AT THE CONCLUSION OF 
A SERMON 

Almighty and All-Merciful Father in 
Heaven. Unto Thee, O Supreme Source of 
light and wisdom, we raise our eyes and our 
hearts in this hour devoted to the worship and 
adoration of Thee and to earnest pondering 
upon the lessons of Thy holy Torah. We have 
just considered some of this sublime instruction 
and we ask Thee, O loving Father, deign in 
Thy mercy to vouchsafe unto us insight and 
understanding that we may truly comprehend 
the wise and just admonitions and ordinances 
which Thou in Thy loving kindness hast laid 
down for our guidance during our earthly pil¬ 
grimage. Mayest Thou in mercy cause to be 
fulfilled unto us the prayer of Thy servant 
David, the sweet singer of Israel, “Open Thou 
my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of Thy Law.” And not only for: wisdom 
do we pray to Thee, Giver of all good, but 
in even greater measure for courage and loyal¬ 
ty, that we may be ever faithful to the teach¬ 
ings of Thy holy Torah, that we may ever 
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loyally and sincerely practice and fulfil the 
tasks and duties made incumbent upon us by 
Thy Commandments, by the precepts of Thy 
holy Torah, so that we may be worthy to be 
called Thy servants, children of Thy covenant 
and zealous upholders of Thy sacred cause on 
earth, sincere members of Thy holy people 
Israel. Grant us also, O loving Father, we 
humbly pray, health and strength that we may 
be able to fulfil the tasks and perform the 
duties thus devolving upon us. 

And grant also that the spirit of Thy holy 
Torah shall spread everywhere on earth, that 
man may learn to love each other and peace 
and happiness prevail among all the children 
of men. All this we humbly ask. Mayest Thou 
in love and mercy grant our petition. Amen. 

(5. D.) 
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PRAYERS BEFORE THE MOURNER’S 
KADDISH 

I 

O Lord and King, who art full of compas¬ 
sion, in whose hand is the soul of every living 
thing and the breath of all flesh, to Thine all¬ 
wise care do we entrust the souls of our dear 
ones, who at Thy command have departed 
this earth. As we accept the judgment at Thy 
behest, our Rock whose way is perfect, so cause 
us to know the power of Thy consolation. 
Quicken by Thy holy word, those bowed in 
sorrow, that like all the faithful in Israel who 
have gone before, they too, may live to labor 
in Thy Law and to hope for the advent of 
Thy Kingdom. 

In solemn testimony to that unbroken faith 
which links the generations one to the other, 
let those who mourn now rise to magnify and 
sanctify Thy Holy Name. 


(/. KO.) 
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II 

You whose thoughts at this moment are 
directed to the silent realms where your de¬ 
parted dear ones sleep in eternity, hearken to 
the voice of faith and be consoled. Only dust 
returns unto the dust, the divine spirit within 
man continues to live forever. Love is mightier 
than death, and its rays pierce the darkness 
of the grave. Though your loved ones are no 
longer w r ith you in body, the memory of their 
lives and deeds is a precious heritage that will 
abide with you always. Let this faith lift the 
burden of your grief and cause you to behold 
amidst the cloud of sorrow the rainbow of 
divine mercy. Though tears may flow and 
hearts may ache, be sustained by the sublime 
faith in a hereafter. Comforted by the hope 
of a re-union with those you loved and lost, 
rise and hallow the name of God. Amen. 

(M. M. E.) 

III 

Heavenly Father, look down with mercy 
upon those who mourn and weep. Send the 
balm of Thy comfort to those who are grief- 
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stricken because of the departure of someone 
near and dear to them. As they walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death may the 
light of faith illumine their lives. Teach them, 
O God, to understand that death is only a trans¬ 
formation, that the tomb is but a gate to eter¬ 
nity. May we learn the lesson that affliction 
is a part of our education, that in the gloom 
of sorrow we often discern truths that we 
never beheld in joy, that under the influence 
of a vanished hand, our souls become more 
receptive to faith, virtue and charity. 

May the pious remembrance of departed 
dear ones inspire us to live nobly, so that when 
the end of our carrer in this world draws nigh, 
we be ready to answer the summons without 
dread or terror because we will be at peace 
with ourselves and with all our fellowmen. 
Amen. 

(M. M. E.) 


IV 

Ever-living Being, hallowed be Thy great 
Name. All life is of Thee throughout all 
worlds, and forever remaineth part of Thee. 



98 


PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 


According to Thy jwill, life slips into the clay 
and endows man with consciousness. It enters 
the body and in its wake follow mind and 
thought. Thus man is born with powers be¬ 
gotten of Thee. The shell breaks when out¬ 
grown by the soul, and the spirit passes from 
light to greater light, joining in procession the 
endless hosts that ever lived here below in 
their march through eternity. Thy glory, O 
Lord, is the beacon which guides them. A ray 
of Thy light is their food everlasting. They 
are nourished by Thee and live forever. 

Weep not, my friends, for those of your 
beloved who have soared Heavenward. Banish 
all anguish for those of your dear ones who 
have advanced in the scale of their existence. 
Their destiny is toward God in the flight of 
their spirit. We are startled because we know 
not. We mourn because we understand not. 
God’s plan is inscrutable. We can do naught 
but pay homage to His wisdom, His might 
and His glory. Let the bereaved rise and in 
the presence of all assembled give utterance to 
the sanctification of His great Name. Amen. 

(A. E. D.) 
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V 

Merciful Father, among the worshippers in 
Thy sacred house, there arc some of Thy chil¬ 
dren who have unfortunately suffered the 
tragic affliction of bereavement. They have 
come to seek solace to their troubled minds in 
praying to Thee as Thou alone art able to 
relieve and console. Behold them rising to re¬ 
cite the Kaddish, which is their declaration that 
they accept Thy wise judgment, and submit to 
Thy will. We all beseech Thee, Father in 
Heaven, to listen to their prayers, and prevent 
any further misfortune to befall them. Grant 
them strength and courage to stand the ordeal. 
Inspire us all to sing Thy praises in a cheerful 
mood. Amen. 

(H. R . R .) 


VI 

Mourners, hearken to the consolation of 
religion j and bid ye silence to your grief j let 
faith alleviate your sorrow j allow ,noble 
thoughts to replace your sad recollections. The 
spiritual always outlives the material; the souls 
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of your dear ones live, though their bodies are 
laid in the dust. The memories of the departed 
live after them, and their souls found abodes 
in higher spheres, where the Kingdom of the 
Everlasting Spirit is manifested. 

The departed are not lifeless and the ties 
between them and their relatives and friends are 
only seemingly severed. For they live through 
us, when their memories impell us to noble 
action. The coming to the Synagogue and the 
saying of the ancient Kaddish is one of those 
noble acts, which unite the living with the de¬ 
ceased. 

The ancient Kaddish is a memorial for the 
departed j and a prayer for the living. It is 
a prayer for the establishment of everlasting 
peace and God’s Kingdom on earth. We com¬ 
memorate those that are in heaven, through a 
prayer for the institution of a heavenly order 
on earth. 

Rise ye mourners, honor the memory of the 
departed, sanctify the name of God, and pray 
for perpetual peace on earth, saying the ancient 
Kaddish! 


(M. S.) 
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A PRAYER AT THE CEREMONY OF 
BREAKING GROUND FOR THE 
BUILDING OF A SYNAGOGUE * 

O Lord, our God and God of our fath¬ 
ers, we have assembled here for the glory of 
Thy name. We are about to break ground for 
the erection of a building dedicated to Thy 
service. We are mindful of the words of the 
Psalmist, “Except the Lord build the House, 
they labour in vain that build it.” We invoke 
Thy blessing, O God, upon the work of our 
hand. 

We fully realize the great responsibilities 
we have taken upon ourselves, when we started 
this work. Grant us Divine assistance, to com¬ 
plete this building for the sake of Thy Torah, 
for the sake of Thy name. Hundreds of our 
people, who want to worship with us, cannot 
be admitted because of lack of accommodations. 
Many of our children who come begging for 
instruction in Thy sacred religion, have to be 

* Delivered October 19, 1924, at the breaking of 
ground for the building of the Ocean Parkway Jew* 
ish Center. 
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turned away because of lack of space. We 
want to perpetuate our sacred religion, in this 
our country of freedom and liberty. Wc want 
to preserve and transmit our Torah to future 
generations. 

' We thank Thee, O God, for all Thou hast 
given us. For the good men and women who 
have thus far responded to our appeals, and 
made possible the beginning of this sacred 
work. Bless the Officers of our Congregation 
and auxiliary organizations, the Chairmen of 
the various committees, and their co-workers, 
who have given of their means, of their time 
and energy, unstintedly, and have continually 
worked for this sacred cause. Strengthen their 
hearts and their hands, and enable them to 
continue this work even with greater zeal, and 
courage, until it shall have been completed. 

May the words of my mouth and the medi¬ 
tation of my heart be acceptable unto Thee, my 
God, my Rock and my Redeemer. Amen. 

(/. BOS ) 
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A PRAYER AT THE CEREMONY OF 
THE CORNER STONE LAYING 
OF A SYNAGOGUE * 

O Lord, our God and God of our fathers, 
we have assembled here for the glory of Thy 
Name. We are about to lay the Corner Stone 
of the Ocean Parkway Jewish Center, a house 
which will be dedicated to Thy service, and 
we invoke Thy blessing, O God, upon the work 
of our hands. 

We pray that this House, when it is com¬ 
pleted, should be a place, where all elements 
of our community, young and old, rich or poor, 
should come together for Thy servicej a place 
where Heaven and earth shall meet, where 
the spiritual shall unite with the material, and 
thus enrich our lives, and enable us to be better 
men and women, better Jews and better 
citizens. 

We thank Thee, O God, for all Thou hast 
granted us, for the good men and women who 
have given of their means, and thus made pos- 

* Delivered April 19, 1925, at the laying of the 
cornerstone of the Ocean Parkway Jewish Center. 
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sible the beginning of this work. Bless the 
hands of those who will lay the corner stones 
of Thy House. Bring joy and happiness to all 
those who helped us so far. 

Bless the officers of our Congregation, the 
officers of our auxiliary organizations, the chair¬ 
men of the various committees and their co¬ 
workers. They have all given of their means, 
of their time and energy, and continually 
worked for the glory of Thy name. Give them 
health and strength. Strengthen their hearts 
and ; their hands, and enable them to continue 
this work even with greater zeal and courage. 
Amen. 

(7. BOS ) 

PRAYERS AT DEDICATION 
CEREMONIES 

I 

(Dedication of a Synagogue ) 

Our God and the God of our fathers! Four 
thousand years ago Thou didst command the 
children of Israel, “And let them make Me a 
sanctuary and I will dwell among them.” 
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Theneceforth, Thy children, in obedience to 
Thy will, erect sanctuaries, whithersoever they 
may be dispersed. So, too, Thy children of 
this community. We have gathered here this 
afternoon formally to dedicate this magnificent 
edifice as a local sanctuary, to consecrate it to 
Thy service, to the study of Thy Torah, and 
to teaching obedience to Thy laws. 

And now, O heavnely Father, we beseech 
Thee that, “that all such as occupy themselves 
in faithfulness with the wants of the congrega¬ 
tion, may the Holy One, blessed be He, give 
them their recompense.” Pour out Thy bless¬ 
ings on the officers, trustees, members and 
friends of this congregation and on all those 
who have given their time, effort, thought and 
substance to the building of this house of God. 
Grant them in abundance, health and wealth, 
length of days and strength of purpose. Bind 
them together with the bonds of mutual love 
and affection, so that they may continue to 
labor for Thy Torah and Thy people in peace, 
harmony and understanding. 

Especially do we invoke Thy blessings on 
the Rabbi, the spiritual leader of the congrega¬ 
tion. Bestow upon him vision and vigor, vision 
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to see the Right and vigor to champion the 
Right. 

But, above all, we pray that, “that Thou 
shouldst dwell among them,” that Thy spirit 
should abide here, so that this institution may 
ever be a citadel of Judaism, an unfailing 
source of Jewish light, warmth and power, a 
fountain of Jewish knowledge, guidance and 
inspiration for American Jewry and all Israel. 
Amen. 

(P. R. A.) 

II 

{Dedication of a Synagogue *) 

Almighty God! We have assembled here 
to dedicate this house of worship. We pray 
that Thou mayest look with favor upon this, 
Thy habitation. We acknowledge the truth of 
the words of the Psalmist: “Except the Lord 
built the house j They labor in vain that build 
it.” Not unto us, but unto Thee be the glory. 
What we have accomplished, and what we are, 
we owe to Thee. 

* Delivered on October 23, 1926, at the dedica' 
tion of the Ocean Parkway Jewish Center. 




PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 107 


Thou hast chosen Israel to proclaim Thy 
truth. Goodly is our portion, glorious is our 
heritage. And may this house be the means 
for the transmission and perpetuation of our 
heritage. 

We know full well that neither the heaven, 
nor the heaven of heavens can contain Thy 
glory j yet, we have built this sanctuary, so 
that we may feel that Thou dwellest in our 
midst when we come here for prayer and medi¬ 
tation. 

May the worship offered within these walls, 
bring joy and comfort to the sorrowing3 light 
to those who walk in darkness j and happiness 
to all troubled souls. May Thy spirit abide 
with us in this hour. 

Send Thy blessing upon the members and 
leaders of this Congregation, who gave of their 
means, their time and energy for the building 
of this, Thy house. 

In the words of our great teacher, Moses: 
“Let the graciousness of the Lord our God be 
upon usj Establish Thou also upon us the 
work of our hands j Yea, the work of our 
hands establish Thou it.” Amen. 

(J. BOS.) 



108 PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 


III 

(Dedication of Monument for War Heroes )* 

Almighty God! We have dedicated this 
monument in memory of our sons and brothers 
who made the supreme sacrifice, for their 
country. Do Thou shelter their souls in the 
shadow of Thy wings. Soothe the hearts of 
their kinsfolk with the blissful knowledge that, 
even as the souls of their beloved ones live 
in Heaven, so the memory of their heroism 
will not be forgotten, will not perish from 
among us. May this monument to their loyalty 
and patriotism, stimulate all of us to do our 
duty in every sphere of life, always mindful 
of our responsibilities as citizens of this great 
republic. 

Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Uni¬ 
verse, in whose hand are the destinies of na¬ 
tions, we beseech Thee to remove the evil, 
which befalls the world, when people rise 
against people, and humanity suffers the hor¬ 
rors of war. May it please Thee, O God, to 

* Delivered at the dedication of the monument at 
Ocean Parkway, near Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brook¬ 
lyn, 1924. 
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cause the light of peace to shine 'forever. And 
help us abolish wars from the earth, and to 
unitedly strive for the coming of the time,which 
the Prophet of Israel saw in his vision, “when 
nation shall no more lift up sword against 
nation,” when they will work together, for 
righteousness, justice, mercy and truth. Amen. 

(J. BOS.) 


IV 

(Dedication of Y. M. HA.) 

—“And let the pleasantness of the Lord, 
our God, be upon us. And establish Thou the 
work of our hands upon usj yea, the work 
of our hands establish Thou it.” 

Heavenly Father, we are assembled here 
today, to dedicate an institution which is to 
form an essential and indispensable feature of 
our community life. May it prove to be an 
efficient instrument in the moral, intellectual 
and physical development of all who will come 
under its influence. May it help to strengthen 
in our young people their love for the land in 
which we live, and may it be effective in intensi- 
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fying their loyalty to our people and our re¬ 
ligion, which gives meaning and significance 
to life, to the place of man in the universe, 
and to the relationships that obtain between 
man and man. Implant in the hearts of all who 
will enter its portals, the truth that there is 
no clash between Judaism and Americanism, 
and that both can go hand in hand. May it 
inspire them to be champions of truth, sincerity 
and integrity. 

May this magnificent structure with its mani¬ 
fold activities, mark the beginning of a new 
spirit in Jewish communal work,—that we 
henceforth begin to realize, more and more, 
that the ideal Jewish community is not one in 
which we merely take care of the sick, provide 
for the aged and the orphan, the hungry and 
the needy, thus concentrating all our powers 
and energies upon the abnormal side of life, 
vitally important and essential as such activities 
are,—but in which a proportional measure of 
work is given toward the development of the 
normal , constructive forces in Jewish life,— 
the education of our young, Jewish learning, 
Jewish culture, which alone are the “fountain 
of life” for the Jewish people. May this in- 
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stitution, which we are dedicating this evening, 
stand as a testimonial to the truth that the 
Jewish spirit cannot be nurtured and sustained 
on merely charity and philanthropy, but that 
it is through the imbibing of Jewish knowl- 
edge, Jewish ideas and ideals, and through 
the dissemination of Jewish culture, that we 
can hope to develop a virile, self-respecting 
and proud generation of Jews and Jewesses. 

Shower Thy bountiful blessings, O Heaven¬ 
ly Father, upon the leaders and the founders 
of this institution. Give them the strength, 
the courage and the perseverence to continue 
their noble work for the betterment of our 
community. Give them all health, happiness 
and contentment. Amen. 

(/. L.) 


V 

{Dedication of Council House for Girls ) 

Almighty Father, with feelings of reverence 
and profound gratitude we gather here today 
to dedicate this house as a domicile for those 
who will work and toil for their daily susten¬ 


ance. 



112 


PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 


We thank Thee for the vision which Thou 
hast planted in the hearts and minds of this 
group of the daughters of Zion, the Council 
of Jewish Women, to found this House. Grant 
that they may continue their great work,—that 
through their noble thoughts and good deeds 
they may become the instrument and the evi¬ 
dence of Thy constant never-ending revelation 
to man. 

And to her who hath come from afar to 
watch over this house, grant health, and 
wisdom to lead aright those who will live 
therein,—that through personal example and 
actual precept she may teach them the old 
virtues of our fathers and mothers, as enjoined 
upon us by Thy Torah. 

May the words of our mouth and the medi¬ 
tations of our heart be acceptable unto Thee, 
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

• (H. H.) 


VI 

(.Dedication of a Home) 

In this place, O Lord, shall we spend days 
that are yet to come. Here shall we have our 
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being, here shall we find weal or woe, out of 
here shall come forth the blessings of our 
faith and civilization, founded on the sanctity 
of our dwelling places. May, therefore, a spirit 
of love and mutual understanding forever 
hover over us. May this be not alone a sanctu¬ 
ary for physical comfort, for mere rest and 
sustenance, but a home of the spirit, whence 
goodness and idealism may stream forth, 
whence humanity may derive greatness of soul, 
where the principles of right living will be 
taught and practiced, where the achievements 
of the ages shall find their most exalted ex¬ 
pression. All this we ask, when we pray the 
Lord to shower his blessings upon our present 
refuge from the swirling maelstrom of life. 
Amen. 


(A. B.) 
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PRAYERS AT INSTALLATION 
CEREMONIES 

I 

{Installation of a Rabbi) 

Heavenly Father! Before we commence 
(conclude) the ceremonies on this festive oc¬ 
casion, let us raise our eyes heavenward and 
open our lips in prayer to Thee. 

May it be Thy will, our God and God of 
our fathers, to bless ,the man who was chosen 
to lead, guide and administer the spiritual 
affairs of this congregation. Grant him vigor 
of mind and body to labor for Thy Torah and 
Thy people, the clarity of vision to realize 
the sacredness of his obligations, and the moral 
courage and strength of purpose to fulfill them 
worthily. For the Rabbi of today is the spir¬ 
itual heir of the priest of old, of whose mission 
Thou hast said, “For the lips of the priest 
should keep knowledge, and they should seek 
the law at his mouth j For he is the messenger 
of the Lord of hosts.” 

We also beseech Thee, O gracious Father, to 
extend Thy merciful arm over the members 
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of this congregation. Do Thou inspire them 
faithfully to follow their chosen leader, to 
emulate him, their model in Jewish service, to 
give him their co-operation in unstinted meas¬ 
ure, and to uphold his hands for the efficient 
performance of his sacred duties. 

Do Thou watch over them and protect them 
in Thy loving kindness; for without Thee, 
they must fail; with Thee they will grow 
from strength to strength. Amen. 

(P. R. A .) 

II 

(Installation of Congregation Officers ) 

Heavenly Father! We have assembled here 
to install our newly elected and re-elected 
officers, to begin another year of work in Thy 
vineyard. Grant them health of mind and 
body. 

Heavy is our burden, and great our respons¬ 
ibilities. We are going through a period of 
growth, a period of transition, adjustment 
and organization. We implore Thy guidance 
and protection. Give us wisdom and 
understanding, so that we may know how 
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to wisely solve our problems. Grant us 
a spirit of Shalom, of peace and harmony. 
May all discussions at our meetings be tem¬ 
pered by the consciousness that we are all work¬ 
ing for Thy cause and not for personal honor 
and glory. Bless our officers and all members 
of our Congregation with life, health and hap¬ 
piness. Strengthen the hands of our leaders, 
to carry on the work so gloriously undertaken. 

May we all live to celebrate the dedication 
of our New Sanctuary. Amen. 

(/. BOS.) 


Ill 

(Installation of Congregation Officers) 

Almighty God! We invoke Thy blessing 
upon the newly chosen heads and officers of 
this congregation, whom we have this day in¬ 
ducted into office. 

Grant them of Thy wisdom, inspire them 
with love for Thy word, give unto them 
strength to do Thy will. Teach them to look 
upon their new duties as a sacred task, serving 
Thee, their Master, “without the condition of 
receiving a reward, but rather “Lishmah,” for 
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its own sake. 

Grant that their labor, a labor of love, in, 
and for this house of worship, be blessed and 
be a source of blessing, bringing strength to 
Israel, renewed vitality to Judaism and glory 
to Thv name. Amen. 

(C. D. M.) 

IV 

(Installation of Congregation Officers ) 

Our God and God of our fathers, we stand 
before Thee in reverence, love and devotion, 
to re-affirm our faith in Thee and in Thy wise 
guidance of our destinies. We pray that all 
our hearts be filled with Thy praise. May the 
spirit of gratitude fill all our days and deliver 
us from the mood of murmuring and com¬ 
plaint. Inspire us, O God, to follow Thy ways 
and to guide our nearest and dearest along the 
same paths. 

Almighty Father, we are about to install the 
officers of this sacred Temple and its constitu¬ 
ent organizations. We pray thee, O God, to 
guide them aright so that their administration 
may be crowned with success. Inspire them, 
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O God, with zeal and enthusiasm on behalf 
of Thy holy habitation. Grant them “a wise 
and discerning heart” to distinguish between 
good and evil, between right and wrong. Re¬ 
move from their hearts and the hearts of all 
Thy children, all thoughts of discord and dis- 
sentment, of hatred and of jealousy. 

We pray Thee to bless, guide and protect 
this worthy assembly. Bless them who have 
affiliated themselves with Thy holy habitation. 
Preserve them in life, guard them in health 
and may they continue to be in Thy service 
and in the service of Israel. Imbue them with 
lofty ideals. Graciously remove the scales from 
their eyes so that they may look upon their 
life with eyes annointed with the eye salve 
of grace. 

Make us, O God, to be fair in our judging 
others and fair in receiving the judgment of 
our fellow-men. Grant that peace and har¬ 
mony always reign among us that we may the 
more successfully carry out Thy great purpose. 
Inspire us to work in harmony with the newly 
elected officers of Thy sanctuary for Thy 
greater glory, O God, and for the glory of all 
Israel. Help us to realize that in serving the 
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cause of Thy synagogue, we serve Thee best. 
“And let the pleasantness of the Lord our 
God be upon us, establish Thou the work of 
our hands upon us, yea, the work of our hands 
establish Thou it.” Amen. 

(/. M.) 

PRAYERS AT SISTERHOOD 
MEETINGS 

I 

Almighty God! We invoke Thy blessing 
upon this assembly of daughters in Israel. In¬ 
spire us that our deliberations may be noble, 
helpful and unselfish. Enlighten our minds to 
comprehend Thy will so that our lives may be 
beautiful and meaningful, and lived ever in 
accordance with Thy Torah. Send into our 
midst Thy light and Thy guidance so that as 
priestesses of Israel’s heritage we may make 
our homes altars of purity and fortresses of 
strength, whence may come inspiration and 
help for Israel and for all who honestly strive 
to know Thee. Be Thou our guide and our 
help. Amen. 

(C. D. M.) 
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II 

Heavenly Father, we humbly beseech Thy 
blessing. We pray Thee to grant us and the 
whole house of Israel, life and health, that we 
may carry out in our lives the purpose for 
which Thou didst create us. We pray Thee 
to grant life and health to the officers and 
members of our beloved organization. Inspire 
us, O God, that we may more readily serve 
Thy cause, the cause of the Synagogue. May 
peace and harmony always reign in our midst. 
May we be so guided as to thirst to drink of 
the fountain of Judaism and learn Thy ways, 
O God, and walk therein. May we always be 
zealous to serve Thee in Thy holy habitation. 

Grant, O God, that these meetings be a 
source of spiritual exultation and delight to 
us. Inspire us to give what is best in us, our 
minds, our souls and our very beings that this 
house of God become a guiding factor in our 
lives and an inspiration to our families. 

May this be Thy will, O Lord our God, 
from now and for evermore! Amen. 

(J. M.) 
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PRAYERS AT RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
SESSIONS 

I 

{Opening of Religious School ) 

O God and God of our Fathers! We are 
assembled this morning to study Israel’s holy 
heritage. May we learn to appreciate our noble 
history and the beauty of our religion. May 
the faith which guided our fathers lead us, too, 
in the path of truth and right. Be Thou with 
usj enlighten our mindsj quicken our under¬ 
standings enable us to be loyal to the Torah 
and worthy of our past. Bless our congrega¬ 
tion, our school, our homes, our dear ones. 
Bless and strengthen this land of liberty. Put 
in the heart of all Thy children Thy love 
and Thy reverence, that they may serve Thee 
with a perfect heart. Amen. 

(C. D. M.) 

II 

Accept our thanks, Heavenly Father, for 
having been permitted to meet again, in this 
holy place. We are here to begin this week’s 
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work with the study of our religion and his¬ 
tory. May the faith which was the guiding 
star of our fathers, lead us also in the path 
of truth, justice and peace. May the loyalty, 
heroism, and self-sacrifice of our prophets, 
sages, and teachers in the past inspire us also 
to become worthy Jews and Jewesses, proud 
of the past, sympathetic to the present and 
hopeful for the future of our people. 

Bless our school, its board and teacher’s 
staff, our home, our dear parents, our country 
and its freedom-loving people. We pray that 
Thy blessing may rest on all Thy people Israel. 

Praised be the Lord from this time forth 
and forever. Amen. 

(7. E.) 


Ill 

('Closing of Religious School) 

We thank Thee, O God, for the knowledge 
we have received this morning and for this 
Synagogue which aims to train us in the ways 
of the Torah. We thank Thee for our food, 
for our clothes, and for our homes which Thou 
hast given us. We are grateful for the bless¬ 
ings of health and strength. 
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And now, O Heavenly Father, grant that we 
may learn to keep Thy mitzvos, that we might 
become loyal sons and daughters of Israel} 
that we obey our parents and teachers always} 
and be faithful to our friends} may our lips 
speak the truth always and may our hands do 
righteousness always} grant us the will-power 
to learn our sacred language and the history 
of our people. 

Send Thy blessings unto the people of Israel 
throughout the world, especially cause Eretz 
Yisroel to prosper. And, finally, O Heavenly 
Father, let us realize that we can serve Thee 
best by glorifying this Synagogue, the Tree of 
Life, of which we are part. Sh’ma Yisroel 
Adonoy Elohenu, Adonoy Echod—Hear, O 
Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 
Amen. 

(//. H.) 


IV 

Our God and God of our Fathers, we praise 
Thy great and holy name, and we beseech 
Thy blessing upon us who are assembled here 
to learn Thy sacred Torah. May we be in¬ 
spired to remain ever faithful to Thy service, 
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loyal to our people, and devoted to our Torah. 
Bless all who labor unselfishly for the preserva¬ 
tion of our people and our faith; bless these 
Thy children, purify their hearts that they 
may aspire to live, as Jews should live, in ac¬ 
cordance with the Jewish ideals of truth and 
goodness. Amen. 

(M. T.) 

INVOCATIONS AT THE OPENING OF 
CONVENTIONS AND OTHER PUBLIC 
FUNCTIONS 

I 

(At a Religious Convention) 

Eternal, our God, and God of our fathers, 
we have assembled here for the promotion of 
our religion, which is the source of all moral¬ 
ity, truth, righteousness, benevolence, and 
humanity. Make us understand, O Heavenly 
Father, that as the physical life is impossible 
without the air we breathe, so is the moral 
life dependent for inspiration and guidance 
upon Thee as the Eternal Source of all purity 
and the Eternal Rock of righteousness. 
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Verily, “because our fathers believed and 
trusted in Thee, hast Thou taught them the 
laws of life and shown them the way of wis¬ 
dom.” 

Inspire us, also, O Gracious Father, with 
wisdom to understand, and with the determina¬ 
tion to obey Thy holy teachings which shall 
guide us aright in all our doings and duties of 
life. May our love of Thee and Thy Torah 
give us the moral strength, the peace of heart 
and mind, which it gave to our fathers of yore. 
Amen. 

( B . M. K.) 

II 

(At Zionist Conference') 

God and Father: In Thy unbounded good¬ 
ness Thou hast consigned as an everlasting pos¬ 
session, the choice land of Thy chosen people, 
where Israel became the spiritual missionary to 
humanity, and Jerusalem the moral power¬ 
house of the world. Again, in Thy inscrutable 
wisdom, Thou hast caused Israel to be dispos¬ 
sessed of its land,. divested of its national 
splendor, and dispersed among all the nations 
of the earth. 
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Ever since, long was our wandering and bit¬ 
ter our suffering. But our suffering has never 
shaken our faith in Thy goodness, nor has it 
weakened our hope in our return to the land of 
our inheritance. And now, in our time, it has 
pleased Thee, O God, to inspire with vision, 
and endow with wisdom, great and loyal lead¬ 
ers in Israel who, like Zerubbabel, Nehemiah, 
and Ezra, perceiving that the time for the ful¬ 
fillment of Thy promise has come, have suc¬ 
ceeded, with the consent of the temporal world- 
powers, in clearing the way for Israel’s return 
and rebuilding their historic possession. 

But from the anguish of spirit wrought into 
the life of Israel, by the evil plights in our 
long Galuth, many of our brethren refuse to 
hearken to the redeeming tidings of the 
Geulah. We therefore pray Thee, O God, in¬ 
spire all Israel with confidence in the leader¬ 
ship of Thy appointed messengers, and with 
faith in the timely revival of our ancient 
standard. 

Prosper our labors in the rebuilding of our 
Homeland, and speed the day when a united 
Israel will see the Flag of David float over 
the hills of Zion, and the word of the Lord,— 
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justice, peace, unity, and brotherhood will go 
forth from Jerusalem. Amen. 

(M. F.) 
Ill 

(At Federation of Jewish Philanthropes ) 

All Merciful Father, we gather tonight, 
with hearts of thankfulness, that Thou hast 
sustained us, that Thou hast permitted us to 
serve Israel and Humanity another year. We 
have continued to care for the child who 
needed us; to relieve the suffering and op¬ 
pressed; to protect the weak; to bring food 
to the hungry and warmth to the cold. We 
thank Thee for the health and strength Thou 
hast given our leaders to carry out our program 
of showing loving-kindness and practicing 
righteousness and justice to our brethren. 

But we are especially garteful that unto 
American Israel was vouchsafed the newer 
manner of showing mercy and love and of 
practicing justice to our fellow-men. A new 
ray has come unto us, lighting up a path which 
directs us to acts of charity, whereby we care 
for the body without destroying the souls of 
our fellow-men, whereby we build up their 
lives without taking away their dignity and 
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self-respect, whereby we extend our helping 
hand without waiting for their extended hand. 
And all this, Almighty Father, we feel, comes 
from a proper understanding of Thy will. 

And finally, O Heavenly Father, may we 
continue to know Thee better to the end that 
such wisdom will be ours, as to decrease to a 
minimum all human suffering,—that poverty 
and disease and waywardness of our children 
will be no more, that the poor will cease out of 
the land. 

We ask Thy blessing upon this assembly, 
and its proceedings. Amen. 

(/-/. H.) 

IV 

(At ’Philanthrope Convention) 

Lord and Father, Source of wisdom, love 
and righteousness, we invoke Thy benign 
blessing upon this assemblage of men and 
women gathered here in the interest of bene¬ 
volence and humanity. Inspire them, O Lord, 
with Thy wisdom and with Thy spirit of 
loving-kindness. May their deliberations be 
prompted by the desire to alleviate the suffer¬ 
ing of their fellow-men as their brethren, of 



PULPIT AND PUBLIC PRAYERS 129 


whom Thou art the Universal Father. May 
they, whom Thou hast blessed with abundance, 
realize that they are but custodians of worldly 
goods to be used by them for the welfare of 
humanity. 

Bless and protect, O Heavenly Father, the 
families of those who left their dear ones be¬ 
hind, and have come here to give of their time 
and of their earthly goods, for the common 
good of their brethren and all humanity. 

Bless, O Lord, the Mayor of this city and 
all its citizens} bless the President of the 
United States, the entire American nation and 
all Israel. Amen. 

( B . M. K.) 


V 

(At Fraternal Organization ) 

Almighty God, we invoke Thy guidance in 
the work of our hands. Fill the hearts of all 
people with a love for Thee and for all man¬ 
kind. Grant that mutual understanding and 
good will may govern the relation of man to 
man. Banish hatreds and make men realize 
that in Thy image were they all created. 
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Israel Thy people has through the ages pro¬ 
claimed Thy unity amidst dire suffering and 
cruel persecution. Grant, O God, that Israel 
may continue to have the vision to remain 
steadfast to its faith and loyal to its traditions. 

And, especially, on this day do we invoke 
Thy blessing on those who have assembled not 
for their own aggrandizement but for Thy 
glory. Inspire them with the courage to sow 
the seeds of Thy teachings among their breth- 
ern. Help them spread those ideals which have 
made their organization such a mighty factor 
for good in this land. Guide their counsels. 
May a spirit of wisdom pervade their delibera¬ 
tions so that their fraternity may grow from 
strength to strength. Amen. 

(H. S.) 

VI 

(At the Opening of a Bazaar for a Charitable 
Institution) 

Almighty Father! After many days and 
weeks of labor and preparation, we have now 
come to the formal commencement of our 
enterprises. Thou who searchest the innermost 
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thoughts of men, knowest that we have not 
entered upon this undertaking for private pro¬ 
fit, or selfish gain, or for the gratification of 
petty vanity. It was solely for the benefit of 
the unfortunate sons and daughters of Thy 
people, whom Thou in Thy infinite wisdom 
hast chosen to afflict, that we have arranged 
this bazaar. 

At this moment, we turn to Thee, O Heaven¬ 
ly Father, and beseech Thee to give us Thy 
aid and to bestow Thy divine favor on this 
noble cause. Bless the officers and members, 
the friends and donors, and all who labored 

unselfishly for the (name of institution)- 

-. Grant them zeal and enthusi¬ 
asm, courage and initiative for the efficient per¬ 
formance of their duties, and arm them with 
strength and endurance for the fatiguing task 
that lies before them. 

We also implore Thee, O merciful Father, 
to open the minds of our fellow Jews of this 
community to the understanding and appreci¬ 
ation of the purpose of our labors-. 

Open their hearts to the beauty and idealism 
of Jewish “Zedakah”. Open their eyes to the 
suffering of their unfortunate brethren and 
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sisters. Open their ears to the cry of the af¬ 
flicted. But, above all, implant in them the 
desire to open, their purses, to give of the 
wealth with which Thou hast endowed them, 
to give liberally, generously and unstintedly. 

May it be Thy will to crown our endeavors 
with complete success, not for our sake, but 
for the alleviation of our stricken brothers and 
sisters, for the sweetening of their lives and 
for the glorification of Thy name. Amen. 

(P. R. A.) 


VII 

{At a Workers’ Rally of a Relief Campaign) 

Almighty Father, we are called upon to per¬ 
form the momentous and sacred duty of bring¬ 
ing aid and succor to our sufferng brethren in 
the war-stricken countries. May we fully real¬ 
ize the responsibility that is now ours,—the 
responsibility of one Jew helping another, in 
conformity with the Jewish teaching, “All 
Israelites are responsible for one another.” 
May all of us give heed to the cry of our 
starving brethren, to the cry of the orphan and 
the widow, the helpless and the needy. May 
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we be inspired to give freely and liberally, by 
a sense of gratitude for being among those who 
can give, and not among those who must ask 
for help. May we all comprehend and live 
up to the Jewish conception of charity, accord¬ 
ing to which, our worldly possessions are not 
ours, but given to us in trust by Thee, O God, 
so that we may serve mankind, and promote 
its welfare and happiness. 

Bless, O Heavenly Father, the officers, the 
leaders, the workers in this noble undertaking. 
Give them the inspiration, the courage, the 
patience and the perseverance to bring the cam¬ 
paign to a successful completion. May they 
not be discouraged by any disappointments, by 
any obstacles they may encounter in their noble 
work of “Zedakah”. May they meet with a 
generous, whole-hearted and liberal response. 
Amen. 

(/. L.) 


VIII 

(At the Opening of the State Legislative Body ) 

Our Father who art in Heaven, we stand 
before Thee at this moment confessing Thy 
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sovereignty, and reaffirming our belief that 
Thou art the Father of all men, the ruler of 
all lands. We thank Thee, Almighty God, 
that Thou hast in Thy wisdom granted us the 
faculty of appreciating the value of representa¬ 
tive government. 

This morning, the chosen representatives of 
our State are assembled here in prayer that 
Thou mayest inspire them to devote them¬ 
selves unselfishly to the welfare of their con¬ 
stituents. Grant them, therefore, O God, “a 
wise and discerning heart”, that they may legis¬ 
late wisely and beneficently. Inculcate in them 
the sagacity of dealing justly with the prob¬ 
lems now confronting them. Imbue them with 
wisdom to make their watchword, the watch¬ 
word of the State: righteousness, justice, and 
a happy, intelligent, healthy social order. 

Bless also, O Heavenly Father, our national 
government. Send Thy blessings upon our 
Empire State, its people, its representatives and 
all those who exercise rightful authority. We 
pray also this day, for the world in general 
which is now undergoing the pangs of rebirth. 
May it be Thy will that in our- days the proph¬ 
ecy of Isaiah be realized: “They shall beat 
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their swords into plough-shares and their 
spears into pruning forks. Nation shall not lift 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore.” 

May this be Thy will from now and for 
evermore. Amen. 

(7. M.) 


IX 

(/It the Opening of Court ) 

Eternal God, we acknowledge Thy sover¬ 
eignty. The very seal of Thy throne is truth, 
and justice doest Thou mete out to all human 
beings. 

As we are here assembled at the opening of 
the court, meekly and humbly do we invoke 
Thy blessing. Teach us, O God, to remember 
the words of the ancient law-giver, “Justice, 
justice, shalt thou follow that thou mayest live 
and inherit the land.” Justice is the founda¬ 
tion stone upon which rests the whole structure 
of our government. Because of this insistence 
upon justice, America has become the hope 
and safety of all the nations of the earth. 
Grant then, O Lord, that this love for justice, 
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which recognizes neither rich nor poor, strong 
nor weak, learned nor ignorant, class nor mass, 
shall ever animate us and that in the words of 
the prophet, “judgment may run down as the 
waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream”. 

O Father, fill the heart of the presiding 
justice with love for Thee and for all his fel¬ 
low creatures. Endow him with strength and 
wisdom. Make him realize the enormity of 
his responsibility so that through him there 
may be no perversion of justice. 

Merciful God, bless our glorious land and 
its legally constituted authorities so that law 
and order may ever be preserved. Amen. 

{H. S.) 


X 

(At High School Commencement Exercises) 

Lord of the Universe, Thou who art the 
source of all good and blessing, we invoke Thy 
blessing upon these Commencement Exercises. 
We invoke Thy blessing upon the young men 
and young ladies who have completed their 
studies within these halls, and are about to 
receive formal recognition of this fact. Cause 
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them to realize that the course of study which 
they have pursued thus far, does not put an 
end nor does it spell the word “finis” to their 
education. Let them realize that the instruction 
which they have received here is but a stepping 
stone to further study and further knowledge. 

Heavenly Father, grant Thy wisdom and 
guidance to the graduates. Enable them to con¬ 
tinue their studies and thereby qualify and fit 
themselves the more ably and more efficiently, 
for their places on the broad and spacious stage 
of human activity. Endow them with under¬ 
standing to select wisely and prudently the 
career they shall choose for their life’s work. 
So teach them to number their days that they 
may acquire unto themselves a heart of wis¬ 
dom. Cause them to place their trust and re¬ 
liance in Thee, that they may the better be 
able to cope with life’s problems and its at¬ 
tendant circumstances. 

Almighty Father, direct the hearts and 
minds of the graduates toward upholding and 
advancing the arts of peace and the pursuits 
of peace. Inspire them to achieve victory and 
glory, success and honor, in the paths of peace 
and the byways of peace, and upon fields un- 
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stained by human blood. Let them endeavor 
to win the esteem and respect of their fellow 
men by laboring for the protection of the weak 
and the relief of the suffering and needy. 

Most beneficent God, send down Thy bless¬ 
ings upon the teachers who have prepared the 
graduates to reach this happy occasion. 
Strengthen the hands of the members of the 
Board of Education to continue their work in 
behalf of the noble cause of public education. 
Bestow Thy bounties upon all those gathered 
here this evening, and upon all the residents 
of this community. Amen. 

(L. J. H.) 


XI 

(At Agricultural School Graduation Exercises) 

Heavenly Father, we invoke Thy blessing 
on the Commencement Exercises of this morn¬ 
ing. We invoke Thy blessing upon the young 
men who are about to leave this institution of 
learning and take up their abode in the broader 
and more spacious School, the School of prac¬ 
tical experience, the School of Life. Many 
will be the difficulties, many will be the ob- 
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stacks that they will have to encounter. Many 
will be the hardships they will have to face. 
Imbue them with the spirit of perseverance and 
endurance to cope with the problems that will 
arise on their journey through life. Endow 
them with strength and courage to overcome 
the hindrances that will beset their path. 

Almighty God, impress upon the young- 
men who are about to be graduated this day, 
that upon them will devolve the protection and 
safeguarding of the real defenses of this coun¬ 
try—the soil and the natural resources. Im¬ 
press upon them that they have voluntarily 
enlisted in this army of preparedness. With 
the plough-share, and with the pruning knife, 
and not with the sword and bayonet, do they 
go forth to wage battle. With the hoe and the 
harrow, with the sickle and the scythe do they 
go forth to win triumphs. Yea, to conquer, to 
gain victories will be their desire. Not to de¬ 
stroy, but to conserve, not to tear down, but 
to build j may this be their aim, their ambition 
in life. 

Inspire the members of the graduating class 
with the nobility of their pursuit. Inspire them 
to lead wholesome and upright lives in con- 
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formity with the wholesomeness and nobility of 
their calling. Cause them to realize that the 
more they put into life, the more energy and 
effort they put forth in their tasks, the more 
and the better results will they achieve. Es¬ 
tablish Thou the works of their hands and 
crown their efforts with success. 

Bestow Thy blessing upon this institution 
that is enabling numbers of young men to take 
up the calling of their ancestors, and restore 
it slowly but surely to its former status. Cause 
this institution to go from strength to strength 
and ever to continue in its useful and benefi¬ 
cent work. Send down Thy bounties upon the 
men who are laboring in its behalf, upon those 
who are planting the seeds of knowledge and 
truth in the minds and hearts of the students. 
May their work bear noble fruit. Amen. 

(L. /. H.) 


XII 

(At Music Week Festival) 

O Thou who inspirest men to sing praises 
and paens of glory to Thy name, unto Thee 
we offer prayer on this day. With Thy help 
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and guidance, we have been celebrating with 
most impressive and appropriate exercises, 
Music Observance Week in our community and 
state. We thank Thee for the opportunity 
Thou hast afforded us to join—rich and poor, 
young and old, without distinction of race or 
creed,—in lifting up our voices and singing 
songs of home and country and Thee. 

On this day, Most Gracious and Beneficent 
God, we ask Thee to be with all those who 
have arranged to bring, to an auspicious con¬ 
clusion, the music festivities of the week. Be 
Thou with all those who are to participate in 
the program. May this song service inspire 
all gathered here to cherish and cultivate 
genuine and wholesome song and music. May 
the harmony that will issue forth and be en¬ 
gendered, bring harmony into our lives and 
help unite us all in one common bond of 
humanity. Speed the day which will usher in 
Thy Fatherhood and the Brotherood of man. 
Amen. 

(L. J. H.) 
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PRAYERS AND BENEDICTIONS AT 
WEDDING CEREMONIES 

I 

Almighty Father, Source of all blessings, in 
this sacred and solemn hour, when the lives of 
two loving souls are being joined in holy wed¬ 
lock, under the inspiration of Thy holy Torah, 
we lift up our hearts to Thee and pray for Thy 
blessing. May Thy benediction rest upon this 
newly-wed husband and wife. May they never 
forget the sacred obligations they have this day 
taken upon themselves. May they, by their 
lives, prove that where there is Love there is 
Peace, where there is Peace there is God, where 
there is God there is all happiness. 

We pray Thee, O Father in Heaven, to 
guide the young woman, who this day embraces 
the state of matrimony, that she may cherish 
and uphold all those beautiful ideals of marital 
fidelity and devotion which have always dis¬ 
tinguished the lives of the women in Israel. 
May she indeed be an “Ezer K’negdo”, a real 
helpmate unto her husband, helping him in his 
chosen work, encouraging him in whatever 
good he undertakes to do, inspiring him to go 
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ever onward and forward in life. May she be 
a real Priestess in the home now established, 
so that it may become worthy to be deemed 
a miniature Sanctuary in the household of 
Israel. Lead, O Father, the young man, who 
this day assumes the responsibilities of husband, 
in the path of honor, love and duty, that he 
may ever be ready to promote her happiness, 
to protect her honor and to shower upon her 
that love and devotion which fill his heart to 
overflowing at this hour. 

May this ceremony prove in truth to be a 
sanctification,—sanctifying the lives of this 
couple for all the years to come. Hand in 
hand, and heart with heart, trusting % in each 
other, and in Thee, may they tread in peace 
the path of wedded life. And may the happi¬ 
ness of their present state be but a foretaste of 
the still greater happiness to follow. Amen. 

(/. H. L.) 


II 

. God of our Fathers, send Thy blessing upon 
this man and this woman who are about to be 
joined by the sacred bonds of matrimony, and 
.thus lay the foundation of a new household in 
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Israel. Inspire them with Thy spirit, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding so that they 
may fully realize the great responsibility in¬ 
volved in this step. May they ever remember 
that the home is the foundation of civilization, 
and that the Jewish home is the center for the 
preservation and development of the spirit of 
Israel. For upon the sacrcdness and purity of 
the home depends the cultivation of all that 
is beautiful and lofty and inspiring in our 
lives. By entering into the marriage state, 
they assume upon themselves the transmission 
of all the noble ideals that humanity has 
evolved in the course of centuries. May they 
carry on this responsibility wisely, courageous¬ 
ly, successfully. 

May the new home, which they are to found, 
exclude strife and include harmony, exclude 
competition and include co-operation, exclude 
jealousy and include love and mutual respect 
and confidence, exclude pettiness and 
selfishness and include broad - mindedness, 
altruism and higher interests. May they 
never forget that man does not live by 
bread alone, but needs the higher things 
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of life, that happiness does not depend on the 
mere acquistion of material things, and that it 
cannot exist where selfishness abounds. Grant, 
therefore, O God, that their new home be based 
on justice, illuminated by truth, warmed by 
love, filled with idealism, surrounded by 
friendship, insured by a faithful spirit of de¬ 
votion and service, and protected by Thee, O 
God of our Fathers. Amen. 

(D. A.) 
Ill 

Eternal God and Father of Mercy, we thank 
Thee for the joy and happiness of this hour. 
“This is the day which Thou hast made, we 
rejoice and are glad in it.” We thank Thee 
for Thy providential care of this devoted 
couple from their birth till now, having granted 
them health and vigor. They now stand be¬ 
fore Thee, Almighty God, in their bloom of 
life, about to enter into the holy bond of 
matrimony. Continue Thy protecting care over 
them. Be with them at their side as they to¬ 
gether go through life. Grant them a united 
life of health and happiness, joy and gladness. 
May they never know sorrow or want all the 
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days of their life. Hand in hand may they 
walk down the pathway of their years under 
the sheltering shadow of Thy divine guidance. 

O God, keep burning within their hearts 
Xhat divine feeling of love for each other. May 
they continue to love, honor and respect each 
other all the days of their life. Give them 
ithe wisdom to understand that they are under¬ 
taking a holy and serious partnership. Make 
them to understand that in happiness and in 
sorrow they are to be together, thereby doubl¬ 
ing their joys and lessening their sorrows. 

• Help them, Almighty God, to establish a 
real Jewish home, a home wherein there shall 
dwell love for each other, love for God, and 
love for their people and respect for their 
people’s traditions and aspirations. Establish 
Thou, O God, their home into a real “house 
of Israel”. Amen. 

(S. R.) 


IV 

For you who now go your lives together, do 
we ask the blessings of eternal love, of con¬ 
tentment, and of happiness in the material and 
physical vicissitudes of life? Ah, even the love 
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of bridegroom and bride may some day tremble 
in the scales5 even riches and power and a 
great name cannot themselves bring assurance 
of changeless joy. Rather do we ask that in 
this moment of your rejoicing, your hearts 
may expand to embrace all your people, all 
those who now stand about you, and those 
whose spirits still motivate your Jewish lives:— 
for it is in the love of all your people, in the 
unselfishness of a broadened heart, -that you 
will find the purest setting for the love you 
feel for each other. Love your brethren with 
a consuming love, and never shall your own 
love be consumed. In this thought may you 
be blessed, and may all Israel, too, find a 
blessing therein. Amen. 

(A.B.) 

V 

The Priestly benediction in Hebrew followed 
by: 

May the Lord bless you as husband and 
wife. May our Father in Heaven keep you, 
by having you keep each other all the more 
faithfully from now on as until now. 

May He be gracious unto you, by planting 
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in your hearts the seeds of graciousness so 
that in the garden of your home, flowers of 
forgiveness will always grow. For time will 
reveal each other’s faults and weaknesses— 
what of it? Every human being is possessed 
of those. Yet, with the eyes of love will you 
be discovering in each other’s characters the 
real virtues and the lasting qualities. 

And thus shall ye live in happiness, for it 
will be in service to Israel and humanity, in 
self sacrifice. And in your hearts and in every 
nook and corner of your home there will be 
Shalom, contentment, spiritual satisfaction, 
peace. Amen. 

(J.-KA.) 


VI 

Almighty Father, send Thy blessing upon 

- and -, who at this solemn 

moment in their lives have consecrated them¬ 
selves to one another, in accordance with Thy 
holy Law and our sacred traditions $ and are 
standing before Thee as husband and wife. 
May Thy divine presence rest upon them, to 
guide them on the divine pilgrimage which 
they are now beginning unitedly, in love and 
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affection; that they neither stumble nor fall 
on their way. Be Thou a shining light unto 
them and illumine and brighten the delightful 
path upon which they are henceforth to walk 
together, that their new life may prove a veri¬ 
table springtime, and each cloud above them 
may turn into a smiling angel, and each thorn 
beneath into a beautiful flower. Inspire them, 
O God, in their new and glorious adventure, 
that they may fully realize their noblest spiri¬ 
tual yearnings, ideals and aspirations. 

Grant them, O Lord, wisdom and under¬ 
standing, that they may forever live in the fear 
of Thee, and be gracious unto them if at times 
they depart from the path of justice, loving 
kindness and truth. May their companionship 
ever prove pleasing in Thy sight, that they 
may inseparably accompany one another on 
their life’s journey in true fellowship, in fer¬ 
vent love, and in undisturbed happiness and 
peace, till their spirits rise to the eternal foun¬ 
tain of all peace. 

O Father in Heaven, shower upon them 
Thy manifold blessings of health, wealth, joy 
and prosperity. Shield and protect them that 
no evil come to them. Remove from them 
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all sickness and sorrow, weeping and lamenta¬ 
tion. Give them strength and courage to face 
triumphantly and bear cheerfully the manifold 
responsibilities of their family life. May their 
union forever continue to be a deep source of 
joy and inspiration to all their relatives and 
friends and to all Israel. Amen. 

(A. J. L.) 

PRAYERS AT THE CELEBRATION OF 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

I 

(Silver Wedding Anniversary) 

We thank Thee, O Lord, for the privilege 
of joining with our beloved friends in this, 
their happy celebration. We thank Thee for 
the years of abundance and fulfillment with 
which Thou hast blest them, the opportunities 
for service and right-living which Thou hast 
granted them. In Thy goodness Thou hast en¬ 
abled them to set an example of pure living 
and lovable conduct. In days of stress and 
doubt their mutual devotion has been an ex¬ 
ample to others who in selfishness or doubt 
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might shun their duty. Be with them still. 
Grant them added years of blessings, that all 
who behold them may know, that life is most 
fully lived by them who walk in Thy Law. 
Bless and prolong their life, grant them the 
joy and solace of their friends (and children)} 
permit them to increase in well-doing and well¬ 
being, so that years hence all who love and 
honor them may once more gather in thank¬ 
fulness at their having attained a newer mile¬ 
stone. Amen. 

(C. D. M.) 

II 

(Golden Wedding Anniversary) 

Almighty God! From the depth of a grate¬ 
ful heart we give thanks unto Thee this day, 
for Thy mercy and grace which has stood by 
our dear friends, the celebrants of their Golden 
Anniversary. Longer than the span of life 
granted to some, has been the inspiring record 
of their devotion and bliss. For the happiness 
which is theirs, for the blessings with which 
Thou hast dowered their years we thank Thee. 
And we pray Thee, O Lord, to prolong their 
days. (Surrounded by children and children’s 
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children) may they continue to exemplify in 
their lives the beauty of love, the wholesome¬ 
ness of devotion, the golden merits of un¬ 
selfishness, the nobility of two lives beauti¬ 
fully lived as one. And with the gift of years, 
mayest Thou continue to send them added op¬ 
portunity for great and ever greater service 
to men, so that all.who know our friends may 
be happy at their fortune and thankful for 
their wise stewardship of the blessings and the 
good which come from Thee alone. Amen. 

(C. D. M.) 

PRAYERS AT PUBLIC BANQUETS 

I 

O Thou who inspirest men to noble resolve 
and generous deeds, Thy blessing we ask upon 
the group of workers who have gathered here 
to devote themselves wholeheartedly and un¬ 
selfishly to a most worthy and deserving under¬ 
taking. Imbue them with energy and enthusi¬ 
asm to go forth and impress upon the citizens 
of our community the urgent necessity of pro¬ 
viding proper and adequate facilities for our 
sick and injured and for those requiring medical 
aid and treatment. Inspire the men and women 
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of our city to give generously and liberally. 
Thou hast been with us and guided us during 
previous campaigns for charity, and we beseech 
Thee to prosper us in our present endeavor 
that our efforts may be crowned with success. 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of 
the universe, who bringest forth bread from 
the earth. Amen. 

(L. /. H.) 

II* 

Almighty Father, once again we are gathered 
together for a cause which will bring nearer 
the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. And at 
this moment we recall with gratitude the men 
and women, who in years gone by built our 
Hospital, as best they knew, and with the 
resources they then controlled. We thank Thee 
for the doctors and nurses who, with gentle¬ 
ness and patience and sweetness, with knowl¬ 
edge and skill, remove our pains and our suf¬ 
fering. We thank Thee for those fine souls 
who last night gave in the spirit of “Zedakah” 
and “Ghemiluth Hasadim”. 

* Delivered on October 23, 1924, at the Montefiore 
Hospital Dinner, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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And now, O Heavenly Father, we feel our 
cause so deeply, we consider it so great and so 
sacred, that every man and every woman in 
our community wants to share in the under¬ 
taking, in order that they may be instrumental 
in making known Thy continuous and daily 
revelation to man. May we have the strength 
to plead our cause, to state it clearly to those, 
perchance, whose minds and hearts have not 
been attuned precisely and with sensitiveness 
to this unparalleled task in our communityj 
Jet them know that there, in the new sanctu¬ 
ary for the healing of human bodies, the white 
light of science will track down the slayers of 
mankind j that there, in the temple for re¬ 
lieving pain and sickness, the children of the 
poor will be as precious as the child of the 
rich. We thank Thee that Thou hast per¬ 
mitted us to work and to serve and to sacrifice 
up to this point, and we now pray Thee that we 
may bring more and greater glory to Thy 
Name, to Thy Torah, to Israel and to Human¬ 
ity. 

We praise Thee, the source of the whole 
earth’s bounty j blessed art Thou who bringest 
forth bread from the earth. Amen. ^ ^ 
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III 

Father of mankind, shower Thy bountiful 
blessings upon Thy children assembled around 
this festive board. Verily, every table laden 
with Thy munificence is an altar upon which 
we bring thanksgiving offerings unto Thee for 
all the grace, favor and loving kindness which 
Thou hast at all times vouchsafed unto us. 
Make us not unmindful at this hour of re¬ 
joicing, of the destitute, the weary and the 
heavy laden, who stretch forth their hands to 
Thee for succor and support. Open unto them 
Thy fountain of living waters, and bestow 
upon them Thy merciful benediction. May we 
never be in want of the gifts of our fellow 
men, but mayest Thou ever sustain and nour¬ 
ish us in plenty. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, 
the gracious giver of all good gifts. Amen. 

(R. K.) 

PRAYERS BEFORE STARTING ON 
A JOURNEY 

I 

May it be Thy will, O Lord our God and 
God of our fathers, to conduct us in peace, to 
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direct our steps in peace, to uphold us in peace, 
and to lead us in life, joy and peace unto the 
haven of our desire. O deliver us from every 
enemy, ambush, or accident by the way, and 
from all afflictions that visit and trouble the 
world. Send a blessing upon the work of our 
hands. Let us obtain grace, loving-kindness 
and mercy in Thine eyes and in the eyes of all 
who behold us. Hearken to the voice of our 
supplications. 

The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of 
Jacob is our stronghold. O Lord of hosts, 
happy is the man who trusteth in Thee. Save, 
O Lord: may the King answer us on the day 
when we call. Amen. 

( T . P. B.) 

II 

Merciful Father, iis children of a race of 
pilgrims do we now stand before Thee. 
Through all the lands and confines of earth 
have our ancestors stumbled in search of peace, 
in escape from the sword of the persecutor. 
Not to escape from trial does our brother 

(sister)-now depart from home and 

friends 5 not to seek refuge in lands across 
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the sea; but only to perceive Thy works among 
other races, Thy greatness in other parts of 
Thy glorious universe. As Thou hast watched 
over all Israel in its wanderings, as Thou hast 
brought them ever again to home and happi¬ 
ness, as the life of Israel still glories in Thy 
everlasting providence, do Thou now, we be¬ 
seech Thee, guide him (her) and preserve him 
(her) in his (her) travels over earth. Amen. 

(A. B.) 

PRAYER IN TRIBULATION 

Even as the little child, O Lord, who trans¬ 
ports itself into the nebulous world of un¬ 
reality, of elves and sprites and things that 
never were, grant us in this hour of affliction 
the power to rise above the world—to soar 
into the continent of imagination, where all 
things are good, where sorrow does not enter, 
and where every hope attains its realization. 
Well we know that not in our own keeping or 
control are the outer circumstances of our 
lives; to us is given mastery only of emotion 
and of thought. In that dim fairyland towards 
which our spirits strive, there is no grief; in 
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that far-away world there is music and laugh¬ 
ter and rejoicing. Bring us thither, O God: 
let there be surcease of sorrowing} let us find 
new joy in the Utopia of our fancies, new hope 
in the consciousness of the ideal good we seek 
—and shall still find in glorious measure. 
Amen. 

(A. B.) 

PRAYER AT A FUNERAL* 

All merciful Father, at this sacred moment 
when we are about to take final leave of our 

dear brother -, who hath departed 

this life, we declare our perfect trust and abid¬ 
ing faith in Thy divine judgment. We know, 
O God, that Thou in Thine infinite wisdom 
doest what is best for Thy children upon earth. 

We thank Thee for this noble man, whom 
Thou didst place here, a veritable jewel in our 
trust. We bless Thee for the Godly qualities 
with which he was endowed, whereby we saw 
evidence of Thy daily and constant revelation 

* Delivered on December 28, 1924, at the funeral of 
Isaac Seder (merchant and philanthropist), Pitts¬ 
burgh, Pa. 
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to man. We are grateful for those qualities,— 
qualities of timelessness, assuring us of his im¬ 
mortality. 

Comfort, O Heavenly Father, his dear wife 
and children and strengthen all the mourners 
that they may bear Thy dispensations in faith. 

May the memory of our dear brother be 
for a blessing and may his soul be bound up 
with the souls of the righteous. Amen. 

(//. H.) 
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BENEDICTIONS 

I 

“The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The 
Lord make His face to shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee. The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” 

“Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy dwelling.” Amen. 

II 

May the King of the universe bless you, 
prolong your years, and may you be saved and 
delivered from every trouble and mishap. May 
the Lord of heaven be our help at all times 
and seasons j and let us say, Amen. 

III 

May the Almighty God send unto you and 
your dear ones the blessing of His day of rest 
(the delight of his festivals), that the sacred 
observance of the Sabbath (of this festive day) 
may impress you with increased faith and fill 
your souls with heavenly peace. O Lord, give 
strength unto Thy people, bless Thy people 
with peace! Amen. 



